Racine Phèdre: seminar 2

A. Our focus: 
(a) binary themes in the play
· Guilt and innocence
· Light and darkness
· Flight and escape (including the idea of space in the play)
· Reason and passion

(b) freedom and responsibility
· The role of the gods
· The monster and the monstrous
· Blood and fatality
· Time past and future

In thinking about these categories, consider
· how these themes are developed in the play
· the language associated with them
· how they are dramatized / staged


B. Close reading

Analyse in detail lines 269 – 316 of the play, following the guidance below:

1. Read the section on commentary writing in the Study Skills Handbook available here: http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/modernlanguages/applying/undergraduate/frenchmodules/fr120/resources 
2. Think about the following rhetorical and stylistic features:
a. Imagery associated with the themes listed above
b. Refined language (substitution of ‘higher’ terms for everyday words)
c. Effective use of the alexandrine for dramatic effect
d. Striking use of rhyme (for instance, rhyme used to contrast key ideas)
3. Think about the importance of the passage in the play as a whole.


[bookmark: _GoBack]C. Wider discussion

Choose one of the articles listed on the web page here: http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/modernlanguages/applying/undergraduate/frenchmodules/fr120/lectureprog/sev/racine and be prepared to discuss its key ideas in the light of our discussions.
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