Louise Bourgeois Seminar 1 2010  

Bourgeois the Writer and Story teller: 
with reference to the transcribed versions of the Récit véritable and the dedications Au Lecteur and A La Royne that preface the first volume of the Observations (1609). These texts can be found on the Louise Bourgeois web page.
Close textual focus

For all the questions below, be prepared to give precise examples and page references. 

1. Look at the dedications Au Lecteur and  A La Royne. Think about the following questions:

· What, according to Bourgeois, are the principal aims of her writing project?

· What values does Bourgeois declare she espouses in this project of writing about her experience (think particularly about her appeals to truthfulness, honesty, integrity)?
· How does Bourgeois make use of metaphorical language to get her point across? 

· What does Bourgeois ask of the reader?

· Are we to view her text as exceptional, and if so, in what ways?

2. Read Bourgeois's account of the birth of Louis XIII (Récit véritable, p. 6: ‘je fus donc le lendemain, selon le commandement […]’ to p. 14). In the light of the ambitions stated in the Au Lecteur and A La Royne, think about the following questions:

· How does Bourgeois present her relationship with the royal family?

· How successful is Bourgeois in highlighting her own expertises and the expertises of the good midwife in general? What particular skills does she emphasize? 
· What devices, thematic and stylistic, does she employ to achieve this and to ensure that she holds her readers' attention? (Amongst other things you may wish to think about the way in which the text is structured; the order of events presented; points of view given; use of direct and indirect speech)
· Is Bourgeois a good storyteller? Why (not)?
· Is Bourgeois a good self-publicist?
Useful reading
The introduction to : Bourgeois, Louise, Récit véritable de la naissance de messeigneurs et dames les enfans de France, Instruction a ma fille et autres textes. Edition critique par Colette Winn (Geneva: Droz, 2000)

Read, Kirk, 'Staging the competent midwife: Louise Boursier as response to François Rabelais's Gargantuan Birth', in Esprit généreux, esprit pantagruélique: Essay by His Students in Honor of François Rigolot (Geneva: Droz, 2008): a book article in the library). Good on the Récit véritable. 

Rouget, François, 'De la sage-femme à la femme sage: Réflexion et réflexivité dans les Observations de Louise Boursier', Papers on French Seventeenth-Century Literature, no. 49 (1998), 483 - 96. Good on LB’s writing.
