Mme de Sévigné: Seminar 2
a) Research

Find out about the place of the salon in wider society. What roles did the salons allow women to adopt? How did men behave in these establishments? What were the major topics of conversation? How was language used in the salon (galanterie, préciosité, etc)?

 The following will be useful sources for your research. Please add any other useful sources you discover to the forum / glossary page.
· Lougee, Carolyn C. Le Paradis des femmes : women, salons, and social stratification in  seventeenth-century France (Princeton ; Guildford : Princeton University Press, 1976)
· Gibson, Wendy, Women in seventeenth-century France (Basingstoke : Macmillan, 1989).
· DeJean, Joan, 'Rooms of Their own: Literary Salons in Seventeenth-Century France', in The Cambridge History of Literary Criticism, III: The Renaissance (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999)
· Beasley, Faith, Salons, History, and the Creation of 17th- Century France (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2006)
· Zemon Davis, Natalie, and Arlette Farge, A history of women in the West / Vol.3, Renaissance and enlightenment paradoxes (Cambridge, Mass. ; London : Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1993).
b) Sévigné in depth: motherhood and the act of writing.

Read carefully letters 7, 17 (pp. 70 and 72 - 73), and 65. Use the following questions as a guide to your analysis of the theme of letter writing in these letters:

· What does Mme de Sévigné reveal about the significance of receiving a letter? Analyse the nature of her reactions.

· How and in what terms does Mme de Sévigné assess her own style? Her daughter’s style?

· What is the emotional significance of the epistolary exchange between mother and daughter? 

· Note the language used around the idea of the letter and of letter writing (letter as physical presence, source of affection, etc…)

· What do these letters tell us about the wider reception of the letters written by Mme de Sévigné and by her daughter?

· What is the significance of other letters referred to? Do these impact upon the relationship of mother and daughter?

· Is Sévigné an entertaining writer?

Read letter 87. Compare this epistle to her son with those you have analysed between Mme de Sévigné and her daughter. 

c) The drama of conflict
Read letters 41 – 43 and analyse the tensions revealed in this series of letters, written just after a period when Mme de Grignan has resided with her mother in Paris. 

d) Your own reading (forum work)
· Working with other students in the group, or on your own, as you prefer, choose one more letter from the Lettres choisies and briefly explain what it adds to your understanding of Sévigné’s conception of motherhood. Post your findings and thoughts on the forum (cite particular examples from the letter chosen).

e) Critical review

Please post a summary of the article on the forum by Wednesday of week 5. 

Freidel, Nathalie, 'Le badinage de Mme de Sévigné: respect des conventions ou attitude originale?', Papers on French Seventeenth-Century Literature 31 (2004), 175 - 193.  
Allentuch, Harriet, ‘My Daughter/Myself: Emotional Roots of Madame de Sévigné’s Art’, Modern Language Quarterly, 43 (1982), 121 – 137.  

