Module FR248 – Colonial Memory

Seminar Week 4

Pépé le Moko  (1937) by Julien Duvivier

1. Analyse and (comment upon) the documentary features of the film.

2. What image of the Casbah do the first few scenes convey?

3. On a symbolic level, why is Pépé more than just a criminal?

4. Analyse the mise en scène (lighting and décors) and show how it contributes to the overall mood of the film. 

5. Show how music contributes to the film atmosphere. 

6. How is nostalgia conveyed in the film?

7. Pépé le Moko  is steeped in colonialist culture and ideology. Explain.

8. Analyse and contrast Pépé’s relationships, with Inès and then Gaby, against the colonial situation.

9. Analyse Slimane’s representation.

10. The film is as much about classes than about races. Discuss. 
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