FR251 France and the World since 1945
Week 4, Term 1
The Algerian War of Independence Part II 1958-1962Key questions:
· Why did de Gaulle appear to change his mind over the future of Algeria? To what extent was decolonisation an inevitable outcome of the conflict?
· What was the role of the Organisation Armée Secrète (OAS) in shaping the result of the conflict?
· What has been the legacy of the Algerian War? 


Some key protagonists
Maurice PAPON, Prefect of Police in the Paris region March 1958-May 1967, responsible for overseeing the massacre of Algerian civilians on the 17 October 1961
Raoul SALAN, Formerly commanding officer of French forces in Algiers, leader of the OAS from 1961
Michel DEBRÉ, first Prime Minister under de Gaulle, from 1958 to 1962. Historically opposed to Algerian independence.
Georges POMPIDOU, Prime Minister under de Gaulle from 1962 to 1968

A brief timeline
13 May 1958: Massu and Salan lead the military and civilian storming of the Governor-General’s building in Algiers.
29 May 1958: De Gaulle is called upon by the President of the Fourth Republic, René Coty, to form a government as Prime Minister following the approval of parliament (329 votes in favour, 224 against)
4 June 1958: De Gaulle visits Algiers and announces to the settler crowd that he has ‘understood’ them (‘Je vous ai compris, je sais ce qui s’est passé ici’)
September 1958: Referendum confirms the new constitution of the Fifth Republic; all Muslim subjects in Algeria (including women) of voting age enrolled to vote on the referendum
February 1959: De Gaulle visits Constantine and sets out a plan to bring about an end to the war.
September 1959: De Gaulle begins to talk openly of ‘self-determination’ in public.
24 January 1960: Settler students protest at de Gaulle’s apparent softening towards Algeria and fear that greater concessions will lead to independence. So-called ‘week of the barricades’ takes place in Algiers. Following a direct television address to the army by de Gaulle, the protestors surrender.
6 September 1960: Publication in Vérité-Liberté of the Manifeste des 121 against torture in Algeria. Signatories include de Beauvoir and Maurice Blanchot.
3 December 1960: Formation of the Organisation Armée Secrète (OAS) headed by Salan.
8 January 1961: De Gaulle puts the suggestion that the people of Algeria should ‘self-determine’ their own fate to a referendum. 75% of the electorate in France and Algeria (combined) vote in favour.
21 April 1961: Four Generals, including Salan, seek to launch a military putsch in Algiers. The putsch is abandoned following a further direct television address by de Gaulle.
May 1961: Negotiations between the FLN and de Gaulle’s government continue following the failed putsch.
17 October 1961: A peaceful protest in Paris of Algerian civilians in opposition to the curfew imposed on them by the French State in metropolitan France is violently crushed by the police. Officially only 3 people are believed to have been killed, but subsequent estimates place the death toll between 30 and 30,000.
8 February 1962: OAS members within the Paris police seek to disrupt a peaceful protest of left-wing and trades unions members in Paris in favour of Algerian independence. In the subsequent struggle, 9 people are killed.
20 February 1962: Culmination of the Évian accords which set out the peace deal in Algeria.
19 March 1962: Ceasefire declared.
March 1962: An average of 100 bombs per day detonated by the OAS in Algeria in an effort to provoke Muslim Algerians into retaliation.
April and July 1962: Two separate referenda on the future of Algeria; in France (April) and Algeria (July) result in 90.8% and 99.7% of the populations voting in favour of Algerian independence.
3 July 1962: De Gaulle declares Algeria independent.
[bookmark: _GoBack]5-7 July 1962: Massacre of up to 453 European settlers in Oran by lynch mob claiming to support the FLN.
22 August 1962: OAS rebels attempt to assassinate de Gaulle at Petit-Clamart.
December 1962: At least 900,000 pieds-noirs have fled Algeria; 91,000 harkis (of approximately 1 million including family) permitted to enter France; at least 50,000 are killed by the FLN or by lynch mobs after independence.




