Policing the suburbs
and the 2005 riots

1 of 2

Didier Fassin, La Force de 'ordre : une
anthropologie de la police des quartiers
(2011)



'Les émeutes dans les banlieues francaises en
2005', short retrospective news feature on the
three weeks of riots first broadcast by France 2

on 17 November 2005.




the 2005 riots: overview

3 weeks: 27 October — 17 November affecting 280 communes
death of two teenagers from Clichy-sous-Bois
erroneous incrimination by Sarkozy (Ministre de I'Intérieur)

riots reignited after tear-gas thrown at mosque in Clichy over night
of 30-31 October
spread across Paris area then regionally

Sarkozy claimed organized by:

1. criminal gangs — but this contradicted by judiciary, researchers and
his own intelligence services

2. ‘radical islamism’ and other ‘extremists’ — but also denied by
intelligence agencies (see Muchielli)

‘no organisation’ and ‘no ideological structuring’ (ibid., 739)



the 2005 riots: extent and costs

principal victim: 56-year-old disabled woman badly burned in a bus
on 2 November (Mucchielli, 2009: 733)

201 police injured; only 10 had 10 or more days off sick (ibid., 733)

c.10,000 private vehicles and 30,000 rubbish bins; hundreds of
public buildings destroyed; 20 places of worship damaged

insurers’ estimated bill of 200 million Euros (ibid., 734)

5,200 people rounded up by police; 4,800 of whom in police
custody; 800 of whom sent to prison; 600 suspended sentences

‘no deaths’ (ibid., 734)
11,500 police officers and gendarmes, 7 helicopters

curfew and State of Emergency of 8t" November (legal provision
from 3 April 1955 —i.e. Algerian War)



Didier Fassin

Professor of Social Sciences at IAS Princeton (US)

Directeur d’Etudes at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales
(Paris)

‘Prologue’ reveals personal dimension:

recounts arrest of his son on New Year’s Eve 2006 at 7pm

CRS (la Compagnie Républicaine de Sécurité) and BAC (la Brigade anti-
Criminalité)

‘exhibition du Flash-Ball’ (19)

searched twice; handcuffed; taken to police station

holding pen [le ‘bocal’ (16)] of toughened glass — exhibiting the prisoners
victim unable to clearly identify them as perpetrators

STIC (le Systeme de traitement des infractions constatées) search yields no
results

‘ce ne serait la qu’une observation de plus dans mon carnet de terrain si I'un
des trois garcons n’avait été mon fils’ (20) — question of academic neutrality?

See also this interview about the book and subsequent reactions to it




‘Mais plus que la déception de la soirée manquée,
ils ressentent I'injustice dont ils viennent d’étre
victimes et l'indignité de la situation dans laquelle
ils se sont trouvés: I'arrestation devant les parents
du voisinage, les menottes, les intimidations, les
mogqueries, les insultes, les propos racistes — toutes
brimades dont ils prennent conscience gu’ils les ont
subies parce qu’ils vivent la ou ils vivent et qu’ils
sont ce qu’ils sont. S’ils ne s’étaient pas trouvés aux
abords d’une cité HLM et s’ils n’avaient pas été
visiblement d’origine étrangere, ils ne seraient pas
devenus ces usual suspects de la délinquance
ordinaire et ils nauraient pas eu a supporter ces
humiliations.” (19)



Fassin: the embodied memory of
discriminatory policing practices

‘la mémoire incorporée’ guides reactions

— ‘avant méme qu’on ait le temps de réfléchir, le
corps se souvient’

— ‘I'expérience passée des interactions avec la
police’ (23)



a year and a half into his research...

‘I'avais jugé bon de commencer avec mon fils et
son ami une éducation civique un peu
particuliere, en leur expliqguant — non sans un
profond embarras — que, dans la France
actuelle, leur couleur de peau les exposait a de
fréquents contrbles d’identité et que, s'ils
étaient confrontés a ce type de situation, ils
devaient demeurer irréprochablement
impassibles, quelle que soit la maniere dont les
policiers les traitaient.” (25-6)



Stated aims of study: to reduce
division, to bring democratic scrutiny

e ‘La vérité que j'essaie de saisir, c’est la précarité
particuliere de I"histoire méme de ces trois

adolescents.” (27)

* ‘Pour une partie importante de la jeunesse de

notre pays, I'expérience la p
violence et de I'injustice est

interactions avec les forces d

us ordinaire de la
iée a des
e |'ordre dont la

plupart des citoyens nont pas méme idée’

* by describing to provoke ‘un

sentiment moral’ of

indignation and thereby action
* notes intended readership wider than academics



The BAC

la Brigade anti-Criminalité

‘The BAC are squads composed mostly of
young police officers who work mainly in
“problem neighbourhoods” at night and in
civilian dress, in an attempt to catch offenders
in the act.” (Mucchielli, 2009: 748 n. 2)

created in response to civil unrest of Lyon
riots in 1990

but a string of urban riots since then



Student presentation

What are the key features of Fassin's account of
the Brigade anti-Criminalité (BAC)?

Are there other perspectives on this particular
police formation? (Do some independent
research.)



Fassin’s methodology in context

May 2005-Feb 2006; Feb 2007-June 2007 (53)

an unnamed commune (town) on outskirts of Paris
‘security’ became the hot political topic of 2000s
Sarkozy’s political ambitions (2007 election)
‘securitarian’ policing policy

limitation of scrutiny especially by sociologists from 2002

rapid institutional transformation (restriction?) of field of ‘officially
sanctioned’ police research:

— IHESI=> INHES (2004)

— research dept. of INHES abolished 2009

— INHES => INHESJ (2009)

permission to conduct observations restricted in particular

but why does F. decide not to conduct structured interviews,
preferring instead to transact informal exchanges during coffee
breaks? (54)




Discussion

Discuss and evaluate Fassin's research
methodology



one filmic response

Straub, Jean-Marie and Huillet, Daniele,
Europa 2005 : 27 octobre,
unsigned 'Cinétract’, only available on YouTube.




