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German Culture in the Age of Revolution, 1789-1848

Term 1 Week 8, lecture handout

Ideas of the Nation

1. The nation as a modern invention

Feudal society:  no concept of ‘nation’/ ‘subjects’ [Untertanen] as a top-down concept

Emerging modern, bourgeois society: ‘nation’ as a bottom-up, democratic concept (government should express the will of ‘the nation’/ ‘the people’)

2. Concepts of the nation

‘Nation’ defined trough

· citizenship and the state (‘Staatsnation’)

· common descent (‘Blutsnation’)
-
 culture (‘Kulturnation’)
3. Deconstructing and reconstructing the nation
Quote
‘[A nation] is imagined because the members of even the smallest nation will never know most of their fellow-members, meet them, or even hear of them, yet in the minds of each lives the image of their communion. […] [R]egardless of the actual inequality and exploitation that may prevail in each, the nation is always conceived as a deep, horizontal comradeship. Ultimately it is this fraternity that makes it possible, over the past two centuries, for so many millions of people, not so much to kill, as willingly to die for such limited imaginings.’ (Anderson, Imagined Communities, 1983; p. 6-7)
Quote

‘Nations, like narratives, lose their origins in the myths of time and only fully realize their horizons in the mind's eye' (Bhabha, 1990, p.1).
4. How is the narrative of the national culture told?

a. ‘the narrative of the nation’

b. ‘origins, continuity, tradition and timelessness’

c. ‘invention of tradition’

d. ‘foundational myth’
e. ‘pure, original people or folk'
Quote
‘... culture is now the necessary shared, medium, the life-blood, or perhaps rather the minimal shared atmosphere, within which alone the members of the society can breathe and survive and produce. For.a given society it must be one in which they can all breathe and speak and produce; so it must be the same culture.’ (Gellner, 1983, pp.37-8)

4. Inclusive and exclusive aspects of the nation

4.1. The nation as liberal, egalitarian project (inclusive) 


But: exclusion of women, the poor, people of  ‘other’ nationalities.

4.2. The nation as defined by its ‘others’ (exclusive)


Examples: 

· external ‘others’ or enemies (other nations, e.g. the French)

· internal ‘others’ or enemies (e.g. the Jews)

5. Nation and Gender
· Women as guardians of, and embodying, national ‘purity’ and honour

· Gendered symbolism:

· The nation as warrior (male or female)

· The ‘mother of the nation’
Literature

Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities, London, New York: Verso, 1983

Gopal Balakrishnan (ed.), Mapping the Nation, London, New York: Verso, 1996

Rogers Brubaker, Citizenship and Nationhood in France and Germany, Cambridge/Mass. und London: Harvard University Press, 1992.

Rogers Brubaker, „The Manichean Myth. Rethinking the Distinction Between ‚Civic‘ and ‚Ethnic‘ Nationalism“, in: Hans Peter Kriesi et al. (Hg.), Nation and National Identity. The European Experience in Perspective, Chur und Zürich: Rügger, 55–71, 1999.

Ernest Gellner, Nationalism, London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1997.

Eric Hobsbawm and Terrence Ranger (eds.), The Invention of Tradition, 1983. 
Anthony D. Smith (1976) „Neo-Classicist and Romantic Elements in the Emergence of Nationalist Conceptions“, in A.D.Smith (ed.), Nationalist Movements, London, Basingstoke: Macmillen, 1976.
