Questions on Brief 6 in Friedrich Schiller, Über die ästhetische Erziehung des Menschen, ed. Wolfgang Düsing, München: Hanser, 1981 (First published in Die Horen, 1795)
In these letters to his benefactor, Herzog Friedrich Christian von Augustenburg, Schiller develops a theory of aesthetic education as a way to improve society. His starting point is a critique of modern society of his time (the last decade of the 18th century), which he contrasts to ancient Greece – or at least ancient Greece as he imagines it. How historically accurate that description is, is not relevant for our purposes, but rather: which features of modern society does Schiller try to cast into relief by this contrast, and how? 
As we will see in the coming weeks, many of Schiller’s criticisms will remain relevant for theories of modernity throughout the 19th and into the 20th century. 

***
Think about the opening passage of the extract:

 ‘Warum qualifizierte sich der einzelne Grieche zum Repräsentanten seiner Zeit, und warum darf dies der einzelne Neuere nicht wagen? Weil jenem die alles vereinende Natur, diesem der alles trennende Verstand seine Formen erteilten.

Die Kultur selbst war es, welche der neuern Menschheit diese Wunde schlug. Sobald auf der einen Seite die erweiterte Erfahrung und das bestimmtere Denken eine schärfere Scheidung der Wissenschaften, auf der andern das verwickeltere Uhrwerk der Staaten eine strengere Absonderung der Stände und Geschäfte notwendig machte, so zerriß auch der innere Bund der menschlichen Natur, und ein verderblicher Streit entzweite ihre harmonischen Kräfte.’ (6. Brief, p. 23, my emphases)

· How does Schiller describe modern, 18th century man (the ‘Neueren’) in this passage (see also p. 24)? What are his points of criticism? Which metaphors does he use (see also p.24), and why?
· What, for him, are the social and historical causes of the ‘modern condition’ of his time (the turn from the 18th to the 19th century)?
· How does he, by contrast, describe the individual in Greek society?

· In the following passages (mostly on p. 24), how does he describe the ‘ersten Republiken’ (i.e. the ancient Greek city states), and how, by contrast, contemporary states? 
Later, he states:
“[D]er Genuß wurde von der Arbeit, das Mittel vom Zweck, die Anstrengung von der Belohnung geschieden.” (6. Brief, p. 24)

· What does he refer to with this description of modern life? Why would that not have been the case in ancient Greece? 

(In answering that question, it might be useful to keep in mind that in pre-modern societies, it was much more common that people grew their own food and made their own clothes and other necessary things. How, by contrast, do people in modern societies come by food, clothing and other necessities?)

· Why might Schiller see a problem with that state of affairs? 

· What does he mean when he says that modern man ‘wird [...] bloß zu einem Abdruck seines Geschäfts, seiner Wissenschaft’ (p. 24), and why would that be a problem?
