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I. Narrative Perspective:

(1) Read the first paragraph of the story: what narrative style and narrative perspective does Kafka adopt in his story?

(2) Narrative perspective in the remaining story: through whose eyes do we experience the events as they unfold?

II. Setting:

Where is the story set? In what way does the setting affect our interpretation of the story?

III. Textual analysis:

pp. 51-53: the role of Georg’s friend: How does Georg view his friend? Make a list of all the attributes that characterise him, according to Georg:

pp. 52-53: what do we learn about Georg’s life and career up to this point in the narrative?

pp. 54-55: why is the news about his imminent engagement so important in the narrative?

What is the social function of engagements?

p. 54: what do you make of Frieda’s statement, “Wenn du solche Freunde hast, Georg, hättest du dich überhaupt nicht verloben sollen”?

p. 54-55: what is the function of Georg’s letter to is friend? 

pp. 55-56:  Characterise Georg’s relationship with his father:

Why does Georg consult his father?

pp. 57-63: Analyse the linguistic battle between father and son:
what role does the Russian friend play in the father’s attack on Georg?

