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Please write an essay of approx. 4000 words in length on one of the following topics. 
Your essay must conform to the guidelines in the departmental handbook (1.5 line spacing, page numbers at top of page, footnotes at bottom, bibliography of primary and secondary sources at the end). 
Please bear in mind departmental guidelines on plagiarism. 
Your argument must be based on ample textual evidence.
Please consult the departmental web-pages and notice boards for submission dates and hand in your essay both electronically and in hard-copy, in line with departmental procedure.  








1.	Analyse the mechanisms of social control and the way in which they function in Wilhelmine society as presented in Fontane’s Effi Briest.

2.	“Und es liegt mir daran, daß er erfährt […] daß er in allem recht gehandelt. […] Denn er hatte viel Gutes in seiner Natur und war so edel, wie jemand sein kann, der ohne rechte Liebe ist.” To what extent is Effi`s deathbed judgement of Innstetten upheld in Effi Briest?
3.	‘So to the Naturalists man is an animal whose course is determined by his heredity, by the effect of his environment and by the pressures of the moment. This terribly depressing conception robs man of all free will, all responsibility for his actions, which are merely the inescapable results of physical forces and conditions totally beyond his control’ (Lilian Fürst and Peter Skrine). Discuss with reference to Ibsen’s Gosts and Gerhart Hauptmann’s Vor Sonnenaufgang 
4.	Compare and contrast the way in which Ibsen and Hauptmann treat the theme of women’s emancipation in A Doll’s House and Einsame Menschen.

5.	Analyse the relationship between dramatic form and social critique in Arthur Schnitzler’s Der Reigen and Frank Wedekind’s Frühlings Erwachen.

6.	“Das Leben ist so leer, so nichtig – und dann , – so kurz – so entsetzlich kurz! Es gibt nur ein Glück... einen Menschen finden, von dem man geliebt wird-“ (Der junge Herr in Arthur Schnitzler's Reigen). Discuss the relevance of this remark for an understanding of the presentation of gender relations in EITHER Arthur Schnitzler’s Der Reigen OR Liebelei OR BOTH.

7.	Modern literature exposes the patriarchal nature of power by articulating a crisis of conventional family relations and gender roles. Discuss this with reference to two of the following texts: Arthur Schnitzler’s Fräulein Else, Thomas Mann’s Der Tod in Venedig, Franz Kafka’s Das Urteil, Franz Kafka’s Die Verwandlung or Robert Walser’s Jakob von Gunten. You must base your argument on examples from the texts.

8.	Even though Thomas Mann’s Der Tod in Venedig and Robert Walser’s Jakob von Gunten are very different in terms of style and theme, they both articulate a crisis of identity. Focusing on the articulation of a crisis of identity, compare and contrast the two texts. You must base your argument on ample examples from the text.


[bookmark: _GoBack]9.	In modern literature “individualism was felt to be an ambivalent phenomenon; turn-of-the-century attitudes oscillated between diagnosing and criticising it as a modern cultural malady, and exalting the individual as the ultimate foundation of all true culture.” (Jacques Le Rider) Focusing on the theme of solitude, compare and contrast the representation of the main protagonist in Thomas Mann’s Der Tod in Venedig and in Fräulein Else. You must base your argument on ample examples from the text.

10. 	Discussing Kasimir Edschmid’s manifesto Über den dichterischen Expressionismus,  analyse the language of expressionism and its function in three poems of your choice. 



