School of Modern Languages and Cultures – German Studies
GE 412 THE WRITER AND IMPERIAL GERMANY 1871-1918

Assessed Essay Topics: 2016-17 (approved by external examiner)

Please write an essay of approx. 4000 - 45000 words in length on one of the following topics. 
Your essay must conform to the guidelines in the UG handbook (1.5 line spacing, page numbers at top of page, footnotes at bottom, bibliography of primary and secondary sources at the end). 
Please adhere to the School guidelines on plagiarism. 
Your argument must be based on ample textual evidence.
Please consult the departmental web-pages and notice boards for submission dates and hand in your essay both electronically and in hard-copy, in line with School procedure.  
We recommend that you consult the following three documents when writing this essay:
· Undergraduate Studies Handbook.
· Assessed-essay-writing guidelines.
· Essay-marking criteria for Options and Core Modules. 

Deadline: Tuesday 21 February 2017, 12:00 noon
The assessed essay is weighted at 50% of the marks awarded for this module. The other 50% derive from a 3-hour examination on the material discussed in term 2.





























1. Analyse the mechanisms of social control and the way in which they function in Wilhelmine society as presented in Fontane’s Effi Briest.

2. In a letter to Joseph Widman (19 November 1895), Fontane wrote the following about the ghost story in Effi Briest: ‘erstlich ist dieser Spuk… an und für sich interessant, und zweitens… steht die Sache nicht zum Spaß da, sondern ist ein Drehpunkt für die ganze Geschichte’. In what ways could this be true? 
 
3. ‘Und es liegt mir daran, daß er erfährt […] daß er in allem recht gehandelt. […] Denn er hatte viel Gutes in seiner Natur und war so edel, wie jemand sein kann, der ohne rechte Liebe ist.’ To what extent do you agree with Effi’s deathbed judgement of Innstetten in Effi Briest?
 
4. ‘Naturalism was torn between pessimism and optimism […]. Looking at the world and at man, the naturalists despaired and hoped at one and the same time’ (Lilian Furst and Peter Skrine). To what extent do you agree with this appraisal? Illustrate by analysing ANY TWO of the following: Vor Sonnenaufgang, Einsame Menschen, A Doll’s House, Ghosts. 



5. ‘It’s not only the things that we’ve inherited from our fathers and mothers that live on in us, but all sorts of old dead ideas and old dead beliefs, and things of that sort. They’re not actually alive in us, but they’re rooted there all the same, and we can’t rid ourselves of them’ (Mrs Alving in Ibsen’s Ghosts). Discuss the relevance of this remark for an understanding of BOTH Henrik Ibsen’s Ghosts AND Gerhart Hauptmann’s Vor Sonnenaufgang.

6. Compare and contrast the way in which Ibsen and Hauptmann treat the theme of women’s emancipation in A Doll’s House and Einsame Menschen.

7. “In Hauptmann’s Vor Sonnenaufgang, the Helene Krause who was once curious about Ibsen is eventually left to her pointless imitation of the suicides in Emilia Galotti and Werther. In Einsame Menschen, however, Käthe Vockerath encounters a latter day Nora on her way through the world - and survives the resulting disruption of her ‘doll’s house’. ” (Raleigh Whitinger). Compare and contrast the presentation of the two female protagonists in Vor Sonnenaufgang and Einsame Menschen with reference to Whitinger’s comments.

8. Compare and contrast the representation of gender relations in TWO texts by two different authors, chosen from the following: Henrik Ibsen, Ghosts or A Doll’s House, Gerhart Hauptmann, Vor Sonnenaufgang or Einsame Menschen, Frank Wedekind, Frühlings Erwachen, Arthur Schnitzler, Liebelei or Reigen.

9. [bookmark: _GoBack]Analyse the relationship between dramatic form and social critique in Schnitzler’s Reigen and Wedekind’s Frühlings Erwachen.

