
1. ‘The killing of disabled people, the “War of extermination” in Eastern Europe and the murder of the Jews have common ideological roots.’ Discuss this view with reference to at least TWO of the texts studied on this module.

2. ‘Germans’ anti-Semitic beliefs about Jews were the central causal agent of the Holocaust.’ (Goldhagen, Hitler’s Willing Executioners, 1996: 9) Evaluate this statement with reference to at least TWO of the texts studied on this module.

3. Detlev Peukert (in Inside Nazi Germany) states that ‘[t]he uniform readiness of the Germans – apart from some numerically small resistance groups – to keep doing their “duty” to the end […] was generally explained by historians in one of two ways: in terms of a seduction theory, or of a supervision theory.’ According to Peukert, however, neither theory is able to fully account for this cooperation. Discuss this position with reference to the chapters from Inside Nazi Germany discussed in the seminar and AT LEAST ONE OTHER text studied on the module.

4. According to Andreas Hillgruber, ‘in order to arrive at an adequate historical explanation [of the systematic extermination of the Jews], we must start with the racial doctrine of radical antisemitisim […] in Hitler’s mind.’ Discuss this statement with reference to AT LEAST TWO of the texts studied in the module. 

5. ‘It was the rational world of modern civilization that made the Holocaust thinkable’ (Bauman, Modernity and the Holocaust, 1989: 13). Evaluate this statement with reference to at least TWO of the texts studied in this module.

6. Suggest your own title, relating to at least TWO of the texts studied in this module, and agree it with the module convenor by the beginning of term 2, Monday 11 January, at the latest.
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