Yuanfan Yang

“...exceptionally fine for a pianist of any age...brilliantly executed,
beautifully organised, breathless in its excitement and deeply affecting in
its sentiments”. (International Piano Magazine)

Born in Edinburgh, Yuanfan began learning the piano
when he was 6, and achieved a Diploma of the
Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music
(DipABRSM) when he was 10. He was awarded the
AMusTCL Diploma in Music Theory with Distinction in
2015.

Yuanfan has won numerous piano competitions
including 1%t Prizes at Cleveland International Young
Artists Piano Competition in the USA in 2015, and the 4%
International Franz Liszt Piano Competition, Germany in 2014, the latter of which he
was awarded five additional special prizes. He has also won 15t Prizes in the UK Liszt
Society International Prize 2015, the Royal Academy of Music’s Sterndale Bennett
Prize 2015, and the 9th Grand Prix Interlaken Classics International Piano Competition
2016. He was the Keyboard Winner and a Grand Finalist of BBC Young Musician 2012.

He has performed concertos by Beethoven, Chopin, Gershwin, Grieg, Mozart,
Prokofiev, Rachmaninoff and Tchaikovsky with many leading orchestras including
Northern Sinfonia, Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra, Romanian-Radio National
Symphony Orchestra, Wuhan Philharmonic Orchestra, Canton Symphony Orchestra,
Minnesota Orchestra, and Manchester Camerata.

Yuanfan is also a versatile composer and an accomplished improviser. His
‘Fantasy in G’ for piano was broadcast on BBC Two in 2007 and 2008, and his
arrangement of ‘Scarborough Fair was shown on BBC Four in 2010. His composition
‘Waves’ won the Overall Award in the EPTA UK Composition Competition 2011, and
Highly-Commended in the BBC Proms Young Composers Competition 2011. His
‘Haunted Bell’ won first prize in the Golden Key International Composition Competition
in 2012. In September 2014, Yuanfan’s Piano Concerto — ‘The Wilderness’ was
premiered in Qianjiang, China; the concerto had its UK premiere with the Chetham’s
Symphony Orchestra in June 2015, its London premiere in August 2016 at London
University, and its French premiere in November 2016. In 2017 Yuanfan’s concerto
was chosen for substantial funding by the China National Arts Fund — this will fund at
least eight public performances with symphony orchestra in China for the 2017-2018
season.

Yuanfan’s debut album is now out on Orchid Classics.
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