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	Study Title:
	Boys in Languages: understanding factors affecting the uptake of and motivation for Modern Foreign Language study in key stage 4.

	Investigator(s):
	Sophie Nimmo (MFL teacher, Wykham Academy, Banbury); Cathy Hampton (Academic Lead for Routes into Languages, School of Modern Languages and Cultures, University of Warwick); Penny Johnson (MLAC Outreach Officer, School of Modern Languages and Cultures, University of Durham)  
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Introduction

You and your year 10 pupils are invited to take part in a research study. Before you decide, you need to understand why the research is being done and what it would involve for you. Please take the time to read the following information carefully. 

Please ask us if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. Take time to decide whether or not you wish to take part.

Who is organising the study?

This study is jointly organised by the investigators named above. 

What is the study about?

We are researching boys’ motivation and volition to engage with modern foreign languages in comparison with that of girls. Research currently shows that boys are less likely to be encouraged to study languages, and are also less likely to enjoy the subject, to view it as useful, and to see themselves as successful even when making adequate progress. The issue of boys in languages has been identified as one strand of the new government-funded National Consortium for Languages Education mission statement.

What would taking part involve?

The research will focus on ALL pupils in Year 10, both boys and girls (so that we can compare responses from the two groups). 

There will be one anonymous online survey for the pupils to undertake. It is at your discretion whether the Year 10 pupils in one class participate, or whether several classes do. The survey, as it is online, can be completed at home or in class if you have access to technology, and will only take approximately 10 minutes to complete. The online platform for the survey will be Qualtrics and this will be accessible via a web URL that you can give to pupils. If running the survey in class, pupils should be able to opt out by having another activity to undertake for the duration of the survey.

Obtaining permission to run the anonymous survey

When pupils open the online survey, they will receive a brief explanation of its format and purpose. They will be asked to click to consent to their participation and will be told that they will not be able to withdraw their data once they start the survey. They will also be given the option not to complete the survey. 

Schools vary in the permissions they require for pupils to be able to participate in anonymous surveys. We advise that you consult with your SLT about how you proceed with this. We will provide you with the following documentation:

1. An information leaflet for SLT outlining the aims of the project and survey
2. A Parental Consent form for those schools that require parental consent to run anonymous surveys

What are the possible benefits of taking part in this study?

The investigators believe this would be a great opportunity to work collaboratively in raising the profile of MFL at a time when the sector is in decline. The information obtained will be used to enhance Widening Participation and Outreach initiatives run by the Schools of Modern Languages and Cultures at the University of Warwick and the University of Durham, where understanding the student experience from a diverse range of backgrounds is key, and also to increase understanding of MFL pedagogies in a range of local contexts.

What are the possible disadvantages, side effects or risks, of taking part in this study?

There are no known risks or disadvantages to taking part. The pupil survey has been carefully designed so that it will be easy for children to answer. They will be able to stop answering the survey questions at any time if they wish. Completing the survey should not cause them any distress. 

A similar survey has already been trialled in Wykham Park Academy school by Sophie Nimmo, the teacher investigator on the project.  

What will happen to the data collected from the survey?

All data collected will be kept confidential and will be stored in a password-protected folder accessible only to researchers on the project. The data set will be kept for 10 years, after which it will be reviewed to determine whether it would be appropriate to delete it. Any analysis of the results will be kept indefinitely.

Schools will not have access to individual completed questionnaires. 

The headline results of the pupil survey can be shared with you as class teachers and (where appropriate) with senior leadership teams. This information is anonymised, and it will not be possible to identify any individual pupils. 


Data Sharing

Your rights to access, change or move your information are limited, as we need to manage your information in specific ways in order for the research to be reliable and accurate. The University of Warwick has in place policies and procedures to keep your data safe. 

This data may also be used for future research, including impact activities following review and approval by an independent Research Ethics Committee and subject to your consent at the outset of this research project. 

For further information, please refer to the University of Warwick Research Privacy Notice which is available here: https://warwick.ac.uk/services/idc/dataprotection/privacynotices/researchprivacynotice or by contacting the Legal and Compliance Team at GDPR@warwick.ac.uk. 

What will happen to the results of the study?

We intend to use the study results as the basis of a journal article taking forward the issues of motivation and volition in boys studying languages. In any academic writing emerging from the project, school names will be pseudonymised and schools will be classified by type (eg: ‘school 1, a state comprehensive; school 2, a state grammar’.)  We will also produce a document outlining headline findings that we will transmit to you as study participants and (where appropriate) the senior leadership team in your school. 

Who has reviewed the study?
This study has been reviewed and given favourable opinion by the University of Warwick’s Humanities and Social Science Research Ethics Committee (HSSREC)

Who should I contact if I want further information?

Please contact the project team at c.m.hampton@warwick.ac.uk 

Who should I contact if I wish to make a complaint?

Any complaint about the way you have been dealt with during the study or any possible harm you might have suffered will be addressed.  Please address your complaint to the person below, who is a senior University of Warwick official entirely independent of this study:

Head of Research Governance
Research & Impact Services
University House
University of Warwick
Coventry
CV4 8UW
Email: researchgovernance@warwick.ac.uk 
Tel: 02476 575733

If you wish to raise a complaint on how we have handled your personal data, you can contact our Data Protection Officer who will investigate the matter: DPO@warwick.ac.uk. 

If you are not satisfied with our response or believe we are processing your personal data in a way that is not lawful you can complain to the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO).

Thank you for taking the time to read this Participant Information Leaflet
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