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While ethics has long been a key concern for translation scholars, professionals, and students alike, the challenging contemporary environment that we find ourselves in has arguably brought key issues into sharper focus than ever before. This talk explores ethics specifically from the perspective of the translation industry and reflects on the ever-increasing range of responsibilities occupying today’s “ethical professional”. I begin by covering more traditional ethical values via an exploration of professional codes of ethics before examining how these standards fit in relation to existing and emerging concerns among translators and academics, as illustrated by both industry-based survey data and academic literature. Discussions touch upon thorny issues ranging from status and self-care, to environmental, economic, and existential anxieties, as well as addressing the perennial elephant in the room that is translation technology. 

Joseph Lambert is a Lecturer in Translation Studies at Cardiff University. His primary area of research interest is the ethics of translation, and his work explores the place of ethics in the translation profession in particular, including reflections on codes of ethics, rates of pay, and status. He has published a range of articles and book chapters in the area and is the author of Translation Ethics – part of Routledge’s new textbook series ‘Introductions to Translation and Interpreting’ – which is due to be released in March 2023.
