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Although scholars might have different opinions on whether globalization has made some favorable or unfavorable impact on the development of world literature, I should say that world literature, as the earliest stage of comparative literature, was born under the direct influence of the appearance of globalization from economy to cultural and intellectual production. And in today’s context of globalization, comparative literature has culminated in world literature along with the dissolution of Eurocentrism and Western-centrism and the rise of Eastern culture and literature. Since cultural globalization has brought about both cultural homogenization and cultural diversity, translation is playing an increasingly important role not only in building up ones’ national and cultural identity or identities, but also in reconstructing a new world literature not only crossing the boundary of languages and nations but also crossing that of literary and cultural traditions. Good translation will help a national renowned work to become world literature; while bad translation may well ruin the originally well-written work marking it “marginalized” in another language and cultural environment. Thus to study world literature should not neglect the dynamic function of translation.
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