
University of Warwick 
Translation and Transcultural Studies Research Seminars
2023-2024


Wednesday 24 January, 4:00-5:00 pm (UK time)
Hybrid


Translating Nonhuman Agency in The Zhuangzi
Prof Quan Wang 
(Beihang University)
Zhuangzi advocates “equality of things” and frequently examines the world from the perspective of nonhuman agents. This lecture asks two questions: how does Zhuangzi render nonhuman agency in this Taoist classic? How do English translators render nonhuman agency in The Zhuangzi? 
From the perspective of intersemiotic translation, Zhuangzi proposes four interconnected approaches to facilitate species communication: anthropocentric relinquishment, nonhuman agents, equality of things, and cross-species becoming. Zhuangzi’s nonhuman perspective creates an aura of Taoist mystery in his writing. From the perspective of interlingualtranslation, translators have intervened in this process with different strategies. Burton Watson’s anthropocentric translation demystifies nonhuman agents and popularizes the Chinese classic among English speakers. The “translation disparation” (Michael Cronin) of (de)mystifying nonhuman agency generates creative responses from translators. A.C. Graham acknowledges the mysterious quality but aligns it with literary sections, so his paratext of thematic reorganization is a reinforced version of anthropocentrism. In contrast, Victor H. Mair presents a more accurate Taoist account of species relationships and recreates the mysterious aura in his translation.
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