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This session aims to explore the changing relationship between religious faith and various forms of personal, political and social identity during the Reformation period. The focus will be on sixteenth-century England, though the extent to which England should be considered unusual or exceptional is an issue to consider. The Reformation was an era of religious controversy and debate, but its outcome, in England and many other places, was not simply the replacement of one religious establishment with another. Rather, the Reformation fundamentally changed ways of ‘being religious’, and in the process it – arguably – laid the foundations of modern society. 

The session will start with a presentation from Peter Marshall, drawing on some of the material from his recent book. It will focus in particular on three themes: official drives to define and secure conformity; the repression and punishment of dissent; and attempts to shape and control language and discourse. The second part of the session will be an open discussion of issues raised by the talk and by students’ own independent preparatory reading. We will look to address some or all of the following questions:

· Why was pluralism, rather than uniformity, a principal outcome of the Reformation in England?
· Does the ‘confessionalization model’ have applicability to the English scene?
· In what ways did language and terminology shape religious identity?
· How did the meaning of ‘religion’ change as a result of the Reformation?
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