Renaissance Centre Committee/SSLC Meeting
Tuesday 5th March 2024
MINUTES 
Present (in person): 	
Daria Akhapkina (CSR PGR), Mathilde Alain (CSR PGR), Valeria Cesaraccio (CSR PGR), Tudor Cobrea (CSR PGT), Aysu Dincer Hadjianastasis (History, CSR DGS), Teresa Grant (Chair, English), Clive Letchford (CSR PGR), Christian Martens (CSR PGR), Clare Merrick (CSR PGT), Tom Pert (CSR Leverhulme research fellow), Hinna Shaikh-Syed (Student liaison officer), Jayne Sweet (CSR administrator), Rhiannon Taylor (Subject Librarian), Xiaona Wang (CSR Leverhulme research fellow)
Present (online): 
Wanxin Du (CSR PGR), Sophie Hartles (CSR PGR), Eva van Kemenade (CSR PGR), Karin Sprang (CSR PGR), Alex Tadel (CSR PGR), Sergei Zotov (CSR PGR)
Apologies: Catherine Bates (CSR Research Director), Cecilia Sideri (CSR AHRC research fellow)

1. Minutes 
Minutes of the previous meeting were discussed and approved.

1. Matters Arising
No matters arising from the Chair

1. Chair’s Business

a) PGT course has 3 solid applications so far, 2 x f/t and 1 x p/t
b) The PGT course now has a non-Venice option
c) A large cohort of CSR PGRs will be attending the upcoming RSA in Chicago
d) It was reported that we might purchase a piece of IT equipment called an OWL, which will facilitate better quality hybrid meetings 
e) The CSR is currently the lead department and has ‘preferred status’ for its bid for a CDT within the Arts Faculty. These are now more theme-based, so the bid is for Material Humanities, and would be specifically linked to museums, galleries, archives etc. These bids are extremely competitive, but should we get it, Warwick will be the lead institution, with the Warburg and York as our co-institutions.
f) Aysu and Tess went to Tours for a research collaboration meeting in February, which was very successful and will hopefully pave the way to closer links, PGT exchanges and possibly a joint summer school.

1. Library

a) The GG Tips and Research Refresh events are still ongoing in the library
b) Students were reminded that the library will be open as usual over Easter and if they have borrowed books, there is no recall during the Easter vacation period
c) The library had trials for Renaissance online and Routledge online, so if anyone used it and has any feedback, please get in touch

1. SSLC

a) Daria Akhapkina told the room that she is now the SSLC rep for the Centre, so if anyone has any relevant queries, do see her about it
b) Nothing else to report, all students ‘very happy’ at the moment
c) A reminder was given about the hardship fund
d) A reminder / confirmation was given about the process for applying for additional CSR funding for PGRs. It was also noted that PGT funding might be available for very specific things. Speak to Director if you have any questions about this

1. Current CSR activities

a) STVDIO. Going well so far this year. TG asked for people to send ideas for speakers / areas they would like to see covered in the seminar series.
b) The intermediate, weekly Latin for Research course is going well, run by Clive Letchford again this term. The beginner’s intense week was run by Daria Akhapkina in January and was very well received.
c) Alex Tadel will teach a one-week intense intermediate Latin for Research course in April 2024, subject to numbers
d) Floris Verhaart taught Latin palaeography for us in T1 and will also teach English palaeography in summer (June) 2024.
e) Cecilia Sideri taught the Italian palaeography course (weekly over one term) and again, it was very well attended / received.
f) Beginner’s Greek was taught over an intense, one week period in January 2024, taught by Manuela Marai.
g) WiP.  Sophie, Maialen, Alex and Eva are coordinating this regular event, and it has gone well so far.

1.  Current research projects for report

Research Fellow Tom Pert (Leverhulme Early Career Fellow, CSR). 
My research project on the Refugee Experience in the Thirty Years' War is going well, and I am currently working on a monograph for which I have already signed a contract with Bloomsbury. I have also had an article accepted for publication in the peer-reviewed journal War & Society and it is due to be published in the coming weeks.  Jointly organised workshop on ‘Histories of Refugees and Forced Migration Workshop: War and Natural Disasters’, taking place at Warwick 1-6pm, 8 March 2024.  https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/history/ecc/eventsnew/programme/  

Esther van Raamsdonk (British Academy Research Fellow). Nothing to report this time.

Xiaona Wang (Leverhulme Early Career Fellow, CSR) Nothing to report this time.

Cecilia Sideri (AHRC Research Fellow)
The VerGreeR project is being carried out as expected. During the first six months of fellowship, I have been working closely with the Digital Humanities team (Dr. Steve Ranford and Dr. Godwin Yeboah) in order to set up the database which will be one of the main outcomes of the project. A prototype of the database is now ready to use, and I am starting filling in the first data. In the meantime, I have started describing manuscripts, during field trips in libraries (mainly to Florence). Around 45 manuscripts have been described so far. For many of them I was able to identify the specific context of production, and in some cases, to recognise the hand of their scribes.  Since the start of the project, I have presented papers at 4 conferences, I have been the co-organiser of one conference (three more are expected within May) and I am about to submit two articles related to the project (both are in international peer-reviewed journals).


1. Research development / Future research bids (for discussion)

a) TG is keen to find excellent calibre potential post-doctoral researchers who the CSR can support. BAIF, Wellcome, Eutopia SIF, Leverhulme, BAF etc. We have three Leverhulme applications in progress, on which we are awaiting outcomes. We are also making a big push for the ‘Future Leadership’ fellowships
b) We have a new Leverhulme research fellow starting on 1 April, Vittoria Fallanca. A welcome event will be arranged
c) Catherine Bates is still pushing ahead with her large research bid, collaborating with Durham, Leicester and Cambridge; the full bid now being run through RIS.


1. AOB
Hinna Shaikh-Syed (Student liaison officer), gave a short presentation / shout-out with regard to the University’s Report & Support initiative. Flyers and leaflets were left with us to disseminate. 
Christian’s conference will go ahead in May this year.
TG asked the PGRs if some of them would attend Clare and Tudor’s dissertation presentations which will be organised for early T3.
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