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Medicine: a reading list 

The bibliography below is highly selective and is simply aimed at providing some 
background reading in the run up to the summer school. Students should feel free to explore. 
Highlighted in bold are the titles most likely to provide partial or complete introductions to the 
themes that will be explored in class. 
The history of medicine classes will provide a broad overview of the development of the 
discipline through cultural exchanges from antiquity onwards, and then focus on some case 
studies related to the world of knowledge in Venice and the region in the 16th century (examples 
will include anatomy, botany, pharmacology).  

W. Bynum, The History of Medicine: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford: OUP, 2008)  
A. Carlino, Books of the Body. Anatomical Ritual and Renaissance Learning, (tr. J. and A. C. 
Tedeschi) 1999 
L. I. Conrad et al., The Western Medical Tradition (Cambridge, CUP: 1995) 



L. A. Dean-Jones, Women’s Bodies in Classical Greek Science (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 
1994) 
M. D. Grmek, Diseases in the Ancient Greek World (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University 
Press, 1989) 
H.F.J. Horstmanshoff and M. Stol (eds), Magic and Rationality in Ancient Near Eastern and 
Graeco-Roman Medicine (Leiden; Boston: Brill, 2004) 
G. Irby-Massie/ Z. P. T. Keyser, Greek Science of the Hellenistic Era (source book) London, 
Routledge, 2002 
R. Jackson, Doctors and Diseases in the Roman Empire ([London]: British Museum 

Publications, 1988) and numerous reprints  
J. Jouanna, From Hippocrates to Galen. Selected Papers (Leiden: Brill, 2012) 
J. Jouanna, Hippocrates (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1999) 
S. Kusukawa, Picturing the book of nature : image, text, and argument in sixteenth-century 
human anatomy and medical botany, 2011 
G. Matino/ C. Klestinec (eds), Art, Faith and Medicine in Tintoretto’s Venice (Venice: 
Marsilio, 2018) 
V. Nutton, Ancient Medicine (London, Routledge: 2013 – 2nd ed.) 
V. Nutton, “Roman medicine: tradition, confrontation, assimilation” ANRW, 37.1, 1993, 49-
78 
P. E. Pormann and E. Savage-Smith, Medieval Islamic Medicine (Edinburgh: Edinburgh 
University Press, 2007) 
W. Schleiner, Medical Ethics in the Renaissance (Georgetown University Press, 1995) 
P. N. Singer, Galen. Psychological Works (Cambridge: CUP, 2013) 

P. N. Singer, Galen. Selected Works (Oxford: OUP, 1997)  
N. G. Siraisi, Avicenna in Renaissance Italy: the Canon and Medical Teaching in Italian 
Universities after 1500 (Princeton :Princeton University Press, 1987)  
N. Siraisi, Medieval and Early Renaissance Medicine. An Introduction to Knowledge and 
Practice, The University of Chicago Press, 1985 
R. Sugg, Mummies, Cannibals and Vampires: The History of Corpse Medicine from the 
Renaissance to the Victorians, 2015 
O. Temkin, Galenism. Rise and Decline of a Medical Philosophy (Ithaca and London: Cornell 

University Press, 1973)  
O. Temkin, Hippocrates in a World of Pagans and Christians (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 
University Press, 1991) 
C. Thumiger, A history of the mind and mental health in Classical Greece, 2017 
F. Wallis, Medieval medicine. A reader (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2010) 


