PARTICIPLES 

A participle is a form of a verb used as an adjective. The participle may be active or passive, and it will always agree in number, case, and gender with the noun that it modifies, like any other adjective. But the participle also has attributes of tense and voice: “running” is present active; “captured” (i.e., “having been captured”) is perfect passive. 

Active: The man saw the running horse / Vir equum currentem vidit. 
Passive: The man saw the captured slave / Vir virum captum vidit. 

Formation:
 
1) Present Active Participles form off the first principle part of the verb, adding -ns to the stem. They decline as a third declension adjective of one termination. They are all i-stems. 
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	amans – loving 
	amantes / amantia

	amantis
	amantium

	amanti
	amantibus

	amantem / amans
	amantes / amantia

	amante/i
	amantibus



In the case of -io verbs of the Third Conjugation, -ie- will appear: capiens, capientis.

2) Perfect Passive Participles are the fourth principal part of the verb. They decline as first and second declension adjectives: amatus, a, um – having been loved. 
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The fourth principal part is often irregular and not immediately obviously related to the first principal part. It is relatively easy to identify with the help of online dictionaries:
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visus, visa, visus – having been seen dictus, dicta, dictum – having been said 

3) Future Active Participles (the Future Active Periphrastic), are formed from the fourth principal part of the verb, adding -urus, -ura, -urum to the base. They are used to express action in the near future. 
amaturus, -a, -um: about to love, going to love. 

4) Future Passive Participles (the Future Passive Periphrastic) are verbal adjectives of the 1st and 2nd declension. They are formed from the first principal part of the verb. They express both futurity and passivity: e.g., amandus, a, um – having to be loved). 

Uses of the Participle: 
A present participle refers to action contemporaneous with that of the main verb (whether the main verb is past, present or future). 
A perfect participle refers to action prior to that of the main verb. 
A future participle refers to action subsequent to that of the main verb. 
The proper understanding of Latin participles must always bear in the mind their tense and voice. 
Present Active Participle: contemporaneous action, active voice. 
Femina clamans eum vidit: The shouting woman saw him. 
Perfect Passive Participle: prior action, passive voice.
Femina territa clamavit. The woman, having been frightened, shouted. 
Future Active Participle: subsequent action, active voice.
Femina dictura virum vidit. The woman, about to speak, saw her husband.
Future Passive Participle (gerundive): subsequent action, passive voice. 
Libros legendos in mensa posuit. He placed books (having) to be read on the table. 

Exercise. Translate the following sentences. Pay attention to the tense and voice of the participles:

Gallus canens novum diem salutat.

Puer dormiens gallum canentem non audit.

Discipulus laudatus gaudet.

Graeci Troiam captam deleverunt.

Responsura sum ad epistulam matris.












GERUND AND GERUNDIVE

I. The Gerund
 
The Gerund is a verbal noun, always active in force. We often translate it into English 'to read', 'the act of reading', 'reading'. The infinitive of the verb supplies the nominative case: 
Legere est difficile = To read is difficult. / Reading is difficult.
The other cases are formed by adding -nd- to the present stem of the verb (-iend- for 3rd conjugation i-stems and all 4th conjugation verbs), plus the neuter singular endings of the second declension. The Gerund has no plural. 

A. Declension of Gerund: 
	legere

	legendi

	legendo

	legendum

	legendo



B. Gerund as a simple noun: 
The Gerund functions in grammatical cases like any other noun: 
Cupidus legendi est. He is desirous of reading. 
Legendo discimus. We learn by (means of) reading. 

C. Gerund with ad to express purpose: Ad + the gerund in the accusative express purpose: 
Ad legendum venit. He comes for the purpose of reading / He comes to read. 
Caesar equites ad pugnandum contra Gallos misit. Caesar sent the horsemen to fight against the Gauls.

D. Gerund with causa to express purpose: The genitive of the gerund followed by causa expresses purpose: 
Legendi causa venit. He comes for the purpose of reading / He comes to read. 
Caesar equites pugnandi causa contra Gallos misit. Caesar sent the horsemen to fight against the Gauls.

II.         The Gerundive (Future Passive Participle) 

The Gerundive is a verbal adjective and is passive in force. It is formed by adding -ndus, -a, -um (-iendus, -a, -um with I-stems and 4th conjugation verbs) to the stem of the verb. It declines like a lst and 2nd declension adjective. 

A. Gerundive as simple adjective: 
The Gerundive carries a notion of necessity, obligation or propriety and is used (like any adjective) in agreement with its noun: 
Libros legendos habeo. I have books having to be read.  I have books that should be read.  I have to read books. 

Fortis et laudandus vir est. He is a brave man and worthy to be praised. 

B. The Passive Periphrastic Conjugation: 
The gerundive used with the verb esse expresses necessity, obligation, or propriety. It always has passive force (i.e. something must be done). The agent who has to perform the action stands in the dative.
Carthago delenda est. Carthage must be destroyed. 
Libri legendi sunt. Books must be read. 
Mihi libri legendi sunt. Books must be read by me.  I have to read books.
Veritas fugienda non est. Truth is not to be fled from.  We must not flee from the truth.
 
Exercise. Translate the following sentences:

Carthago mihi delenda est.

Hic liber vobis legendus est.

Haec fabula tibi narranda est.
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