
Violence and the French Religious Wars 

Consider the following questions in the light of selected items from the recommended reading 

below.  

How have historians explained/accounted for/understood the role of violence during the wars? 

What sorts of sources have they used to do so and how reliable are they? 
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R.J. Knecht, The French Civil Wars, 1562-1598 (2000) 

David Potter, The French Wars of Religion: Selected Documents (1997)] 

On Violence 
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David Nicholls, 'The Theatre of Martyrdom in the French Reformation', Past and Present, 121 (1988), 

49-73 

Mark Greengrass, 'The Psychology of Religious Violence', French History, 5 (1991), 467-74 

'Hidden Transcripts: Secret Histories and Personal Testimonies of Religious Violence in the 
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