Dear Members,
 
Happy Easter! Hopefully, everyone has had a good start to 2025 and a good spring term and is now able to enjoy some sort of spring break as Easter is approaching. In the meantime, SNLS activities continue.

And at the start the second quarter of the calendar year it is time for the second of the four quarterly SNLS Newsletters of 2025 (2025-2, number 42 of the series).
Once again this Newsletter offers an update on SNLS activities and provides a summary of what is happening in real life and in the virtual world of Neo-Latin studies. The SNLS website (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/) continues to include various pieces of information; and there are various active SNLS social media channels (all accessible from the main SNLS homepage).

If members have any suggestions of what else SNLS could do or would like to volunteer to run any initiatives, such offers would be very welcome: just get in touch!
  
SNLS news:
 
- SNLS event for PhD students and ECR colleagues: As every year, in 2025 SNLS will organize an event specifically for postgraduate students and early career members. In 2025 this event will be an online meeting on 5 June 2025 hosted by the Warburg Institute (kindly arranged by Lucy Nicholas). The day will consist of presentations on current research projects by postgraduate students and early career researchers, as an opportunity to share ideas and receive feedback. A call for contributions is currently out, and eligible members are encouraged to submit proposals: https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/news/?newsItem=8ac672c79445486c0194457b03800ad5.


– SNLS Conference 2025: SNLS will be running a major conference, on 18 and 19 September 2025 in London, with the title ‘Neo-Latin and issues of style: places and periods 1450–1750’ (supported by the Institute of Classical Studies). A provisional programme is available on the SNLS website, and registration is possible: https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/news/?newsItem=8ac672c79342960f01934a86535369ed. All welcome!


- SNLS Annual Lecture and AGM 2025: These events will take place in the beautifully refurbished Warburg Institute in London on 14 November 2025 (thanks to Lucy Nicholas for arranging this). The Annual Lecture will be delivered by Fiachra Mac Góráin (UCL), on a Neo-Latin commentary on Vergil’s Aeneid. A programme for the day and an agenda for the AGM will be circulated in the autumn.



- SNLS Annual Lecture and AGM 2026: These events will be hosted by St Bartholomew the Great’s Church on 20 November 2026 (thanks to Caroline Spearing for facilitating this). Details will be circulated nearer the time.



- SNLS list of PhD and ECR research projects: As discussed at the AGM, SNLS is creating an online list of PhD and ECR projects, to give everyone a better idea of what is happening in the field and to enable people to connect (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/phdecrresearchprojects/). The first sets of data have now been uploaded. Any other members in this category who would like to see their projects listed should complete and return the form available from the SNLS website. Other members might wish to encourage people in their networks to submit information for this resource.


- SNLS Outreach activities: These activities are documented on the SNLS website (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/publicengagement). The 'Early Modern Latin in London' Walking Tours have continued with great success. The original tour is now available as a free, publicly accessible online trail where users can follow along at home or follow the trail physically. It can be accessed here: https://www.layersoflondon.org/map/trails/early-modern-latin-in-the-city-of-london.  – Because of the success of the event 'Being Bruno: A Historical London Walk and Talk', following Giordani Bruno's route around the Strand from his Ash Wednesday Supper, in November 2024, it was repeated in March 2025 and was again very popular (many thanks to Gavanndra Hodge, Rebecca Menmuir and Sarah Knight for doing this). – Further walking tours are being developed to be offered later in 2025: volunteers welcome! Anyone interested in contributing should contact the Public Engagement Officer Alexander Gould at alexander.gould@london.ac.uk.

- SNLS Social Media: Alexander Gould, also the Social Media Officer, has revitalized and reorganized the Society’s social media presence: SNLS is now active on Facebook and Bluesky, but no longer regularly engages on Twitter / X. Links to these platforms are available on the main SNLS homepage; members are encouraged to engage with these feeds and let Alex know of any information that they would like to be distributed in that way.


– SNLS Prizes 2025: There will again be an undergraduate and a postgraduate SNLS Essay Prize in 2025: the advertisement is on the SNLS website (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/essayprize/). It would be good if members could help to advertise this opportunity to eligible people.


- SNLS Mentoring Scheme: SNLS continues to operate a mentoring scheme for junior academics (PhD students, postdocs, early career scholars etc.); some pairs have been set up. Any members who would like to get involved as mentors or mentees should contact the President (at g.manuwald@ucl.ac.uk). Hopefully, this scheme will be a helpful way to support the next generation of Neo-Latin researchers even further.


- SNLS Neo-Latin Anthology: The presentation of the Anthology on the SNLS website is about to be updated significantly (thanks to Sarah Knight): do have a look! It will be made more obvious that contributions are peer-reviewed, citable items, which will hopefully make contributing more attractive (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/snls_teaching_anthology/). Any offers of additional items from members will be most welcome!


– SNLS Podcasts: New podcasts are being added to the SNLS website as they come in: do check regularly! Updates and further contributions for the library of podcasts (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/podcast/) are warmly invited. The podcasts and anthology contributions are vital elements in promoting Neo-Latin to wider audiences. If any members have ideas for topics that could be presented in this format or would like to volunteer a contribution, they should get in touch (with Sharon van Dijk for podcasts and with Sarah Knight for anthology contributions).


– SNLS Membership Fees / Gift Aid: The SNLS membership year started on 1 October 2024 (following the rhythm of academic years). Thus Membership fees (£15 / £7.50 concessions) for 2024/25 are now due (details here: http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/officers/). If anyone who has not yet paid their membership fee for this year could do so as soon as possible, this would be appreciated. It simplifies the process, if members pay by standing order or bank transfer, and it helps SNLS if UK tax payers complete the Gift Aid form (available from the SNLS website) as this will enable SNLS to reclaim Gift Aid from HMRC and thus to increase the Society’s income and provide a basis for more activities. Many thanks to everyone who has already made arrangements for payment of the membership fee for this academic year and agreed to the Gift Aid scheme. If there are any problems or questions about payment or the forms, please contact the Treasurer Caroline Spearing (C.J.Spearing@exeter.ac.uk). 
 

News on online resources and events from the wider world of Neo-Latin and early modern studies: 
  

- IANLS Conference 2025 (https://ianls.com/aix-en-provence-2025/)

The Nineteenth International Congress of the International Association for Neo-Latin Studies is being organized by the IANLS and Aix-Marseille University.The congress will take place from 14 to 20 July 2025 in Aix-en-Provence, France. It will start with registration on Monday evening (14 July) and will formally close with the conference dinner on Sunday evening (20 July). Several members of SNLS are participating in this Congress, by having organized panels and / or giving papers, including Ingrid de Smet, Brenda Hosington, William Barton, Stephen Harrison, Paul White and Alex Tadel.


- Society for Renaissance Studies updates: https://www.rensoc.org.uk/features/srs-news-reports/



– Announcing the return of Vates: the journal of New Latin Poetry 

Previous 14 issues, 2010-18: https://vatesblog.wordpress.com/
New series, similar but with some improvements, to appear regularly from mid-2025: ISSN 2976-9671.
We will publish new Latin poetry; reviews of contemporary Latin verse; short articles on Neo-Latin verse; very short pieces (150-350 words) on ‘What excites me’ about reading Latin poetry of any period. 
For further information, please contact the editor, David Money: dkm14mxc@gmail.com
We are actively seeking submissions now, especially for the new ‘What excites me’ section: to which anyone interested, at any age or level of Latin expertise, is encouraged to contribute.

– Call for Papers: ‘Built with books: shaping the shelves of the early modern library’
9–10 September 2025, UCL
This 2-day symposium will explore the rich field of early modern library studies, inviting fresh, interdisciplinary perspectives and methodologies to open up existing narratives and bodies of evidence.
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/institute-of-advanced-studies/events/2025/sep/call-papers-built-books-shaping-shelves-early-modern-lib


– CfP: Marginalia and the Early Modern Woman Writer, 1500-1700
CfP Deadline: 31 March 2025; National Library of Australia, 7-8 August 2025
Early modern women marked their books in myriad ways, and their marginalia provide evidence of their book ownership, their reading, writing and drawing practices, their acquisition of literacy, and the interrelation of body, book, and material world. This symposium invites papers and panels interpreting this exciting new textual corpus and discussing the theoretical and methodological challenges involved in locating, attributing and analysing marginalia by early modern women, elite and non-elite, known and unknown.Please send a 200-word abstract (or panel proposal) plus a short biography to admin.cems@anu.edu.au by 31 March 2025.




– CfP: MEMS Festival
Deadline 4 April 2025; University of Kent, Canterbury and online, 13 and 14 June 2025
The eleventh annual MEMS Festival welcomes papers on a range of topics within medieval and early modern studies for this interdisciplinary conference, including: history, politics philosophy, theology literature, drama, performance culture, music, Latin and vernacular languages, art history, architecture, archaeology, manuscript studies, book history. We invite abstracts of up to 250 words for individual research papers of twenty minutes in length, or 700 words for a panel of three people presenting on a subject or theme. Please indicate which of the above themes best suits your paper. All proposals should be emailed to memsfestival@gmail.com by the 4th April.




– CfP: "Lament and bewayle": Early Modern War Narratives
CfP Deadline: 11 April; Conference: King's College London, Strand, London, 6 June 2025

This year's KCL CEMS colloquium will be on the theme of early modern war narratives and organised by Dr Emily Rowe. We are launching a Call for 15-minute Papers on the following topics:
· The role of memory and commemoration in early modern war narratives
· Trauma, survival, and testimony in accounts of war
· The intersection of gender and war writing: voices of soldiers, widows, and civilians
· Religious justifications and moral dilemmas in depictions of war
· The influence of classical and medieval war literature on early modern narratives
· The politics of print: censorship, propaganda, and the circulation of war reports
· Material culture and the artefacts of war: weapons, letters, and battlefield relics
· Cross-cultural perspectives on war: how global conflicts shaped early modern narratives
Please submit an abstract (250 words max) and a short bio to cems@kcl.ac.uk by 11 April 2025.
https://kingsearlymodern.co.uk/events/lament-and-bewayle-early-modern-war-narratives-annual-cems-colloquium
 
– Emotional Persuasion in Early Modern Science: Vernacular and Neo-Latin Perspectives
15 May 2025 - 16 May 2025, 2:00PM - 1:00PM
Warburg Institute, Woburn Square, London WC1H 0AB
The conference will investigate the use of emotion as a persuasive tool in early modern scientific writing, both within vernacular and Neo-Latin texts and with a comparative aim. Despite programmatic statements declaring that the author will adhere to technical language and an impersonal, seemingly objective style, a stunning number of these texts display a completely different stylistic character: high emotions, enthusiastic expressions of gratitude, praise, astonishment and pathos can be found in various parts of numerous scientific works, both in Neo-Latin and vernacular examples.
https://warburg.sas.ac.uk/events/emotional-persuasion-in-early-modern-science-2025


– CfP Conference: Medieval Times in Early Modern Texts
Details here: https://ianls.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/CfP_Bratislava.pdf?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet



– PhD Studentship: School of History, Classics and Archaeology, The University of Edinburgh
Closes: 1 July 2025
The PhD is a 3-year (full-time) or 6-year (part-time) programme, leading to a dissertation of 80-100,000 words on an original topic. We also offer a PhD by Distance mode of study. We are keen to encourage applications from the following research areas:  Global and Transnational History; Intellectual history of early modern Europe; History of Gender and Sexuality; Material Culture and History.
https://www.jobs.ac.uk/job/DLB947/phd-studentship-school-of-history-classics-and-archaeology


This is the latest round-up of Neo-Latin news. As always, we hope that it is useful for members, and we encourage everyone to submit items for the next issue. We wish everyone a wonderful spring and hope to see some members at some of the SNLS events later this year. 
 

Best wishes,
Gesine Manuwald
(SNLS President)


