Dear Members,
 
Hopefully, the year 2026 has started well for everyone and people are enjoying the arrival of spring. As ever, SNLS has been active planning activities.
The start of a second quarter of this calendar year is the time for the second of the four quarterly SNLS Newsletters of 2026 (2026-2, number 46 of the series).
Once again this Newsletter offers an update on SNLS activities and provides a summary of what is happening in real life and in the virtual world of Neo-Latin studies. The SNLS website (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/) continues to offer a range of items of information; and there are several active SNLS social media channels (all accessible from the main SNLS homepage).

If members have any suggestions of what else SNLS could do or would like to volunteer to run any initiatives, such offers would be very welcome: just get in touch!
  
SNLS news:


- SNLS event for PhD students and ECR scholars 2026: The annual event for these groups took place on 20 March 2026 (online), kindly hosted by Luke Houghton. Several PhD students and early career scholars presented exciting aspects of their work, and there was lively and stimulating discussion after each paper. Participants felt that this was once again a useful and inspiring event.


– SNLS Prizes 2026: There will again be undergraduate and postgraduate SNLS Essay Prizes in 2026. The advertisement is on the SNLS website (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/essayprize/). It would be good if members could advertise this opportunity to eligible people in due course.

- SNLS Annual Lecture and AGM 2026: These events will take place on 20 November 2026 and will be hosted by Middle Temple in London (thanks to the Middle Temple librarian for arranging this). In response to members’ feedback the ‘Annual Lecture’ will not be one one long lecture, but will consist of shorter presentations by several members on ‘Neo-Latin and Religion’. Further details will be circulated nearer the time.



- SNLS list of PhD and ECR research projects: As discussed at the AGM 2024, SNLS is now operating an online list of PhD and ECR projects, to give everyone a better idea of what is happening in the field and to enable people to connect (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/phdecrresearchprojects/). Any members in this category who would like to see their projects listed should complete and return the form available from the SNLS website. Other members might wish to encourage people in their networks to submit information for this resource.


- SNLS Outreach activities: These activities are documented on the SNLS website (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/publicengagement). The most recent activities have been the 'Early Modern Latin in London' Walking Tours. The original tour is now available as a free, publicly accessible online trail so that users can follow along at home or follow the trail physically. It can be accessed here: https://www.layersoflondon.org/map/trails/early-modern-latin-in-the-city-of-london. More walking tours were offered as part of the Being Human Festival in November 2025, which were very well received. Another outreach event is being planned for this year’s Being Human Festival in November 2026 (more details in due course). Some members are also offering talks in schools. – Further volunteers for outreach activities welcome! Anyone interested in contributing should contact the Public Engagement Officer Alexander Gould at alexander.gould@london.ac.uk.

- SNLS Social Media: Alexander Gould, the Social Media Officer, has revitalized and reorganized the Society’s social media presence: SNLS is now active on Facebook and Bluesky, but no longer regularly engages on Twitter / X. Links to these platforms are available on the main SNLS homepage; members are encouraged to engage with these feeds and let Alex know of any information that they would like to be distributed in that way.


- SNLS Mentoring Scheme: SNLS continues to operate a mentoring scheme for junior academics (PhD students, postdocs, early career scholars etc.). Any members who would like to get involved as mentors or mentees should contact the President (at g.manuwald@ucl.ac.uk).


- SNLS Neo-Latin Anthology: The presentation of the Anthology on the SNLS website has been updated significantly (thanks to Sarah Knight): do have a look! It is now more obvious that contributions are peer-reviewed, citable items, which will hopefully make contributing more attractive (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/snls_teaching_anthology/). Any offers of additional items from members will be most welcome!


– SNLS Podcasts: New podcasts are being added to the SNLS website as they come in. Updates and further contributions for the library of podcasts (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/podcast/) are warmly invited. The podcasts and anthology contributions are vital elements in promoting Neo-Latin to wider audiences. If any members have ideas for topics that could be presented in this format or would like to volunteer a contribution, they should get in touch (with Sharon van Dijk for podcasts and with Sarah Knight for anthology contributions).


- IJsewijn Laboratorium: In future SNLS will participate in organizing this event, which will be held in London in due course (see https://www.arts.kuleuven.be/sph/ijsewijnlab: ‘To further maximize impact and rationalize the practical organization, this initiative is now being transformed into a triennial international event, traveling between Leuven (2026), Innsbruck (2029), and London (2032), three cities with major Neo-Latin centers. The two-day IJsewijn Laboratorium renatum aims to bring together early career researchers and established scholars to create a dynamic dialogue, where mutual feedback will benefit not only the ECR but also the more senior Neo-Latinists and Neo-Hellenists.’).


– SNLS Membership Fees / Gift Aid: A new SNLS membership year started on 1 October 2025 (following the rhythm of academic years). Thus Membership fees (£15 / £7.50 concessions) for 2025/26 are due (details here: http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/officers/). If everyone who has not already done so could pay their membership fee for this year as soon as possible, this would be appreciated. It simplifies the process, if members pay by standing order or bank transfer, and it helps SNLS if UK tax payers complete the Gift Aid form (available from the SNLS website) as this will enable SNLS to reclaim Gift Aid from HMRC and thus to increase the Society’s income and provide a basis for more activities. Many thanks to everyone who has already made arrangements for payment of the membership fee for this academic year and agreed to the Gift Aid scheme. If there are any problems or questions about payment or the forms, please contact the Treasurer Caroline Spearing (C.J.Spearing@exeter.ac.uk).
 

News on online resources and events from the wider world of Neo-Latin and early modern studies:


– Conference: Latin responses to Horatian lyric, 1150 to the present
University of Oxford, 16-17 April 2026
Registration and programme: https://www.classics.ox.ac.uk/event/latin-responses-to-horatian-lyric-1150-to-the-present


– Event: Pedagogical implications of AI for the study of neo-Latin
The Society for Neo-Latin Studies is holding an online seminar on Friday, 1 May 2026, between 5 and 6.30 pm (British Summer Time) to address the pedagogical implications of AI for the study of neo-Latin. Jackie Baines and Edward Ross (Reading University), Laura Manning (University of Kentucky) and Claire Warwick (Durham University) will be speaking. To register, please email Alison Shell on a.shell@ucl.ac.uk. 


– Event: Classics and the Classical Tradition in London
Warburg Institute, 21 May 2026
Details here: https://warburg.sas.ac.uk/news-events/events/classics-and-classical-tradition-2026


- Events on university drama
Tuesday 12 May, 6pm–8.15pm, in-person at the Sam Wanamaker Playhouse, Shakespeare’s Globe, London. Research in Action workshop on ‘University Drama in the Age of Shakespeare’ led by John Colley (St John’s College, Cambridge). Tickets available at: https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/whats-on/research-in-action-university-drama/. Attendees are warmly encouraged to attend a follow-up colloquium on university drama on Saturday 16 May at St John’s College, Cambridge. Programme, further details, and link to (free) registration (which is essential): https://universitydrama2026.wordpress.com/. Colloquium registration closes on Friday 17 April. Contact jwsc5@cam.ac.uk for further details.

Saturday 16 May, 10.45am to 5.10pm, St John’s College, Cambridge, colloquium on ‘Speech and Speechlessness on the University Stage’. Keynotes: Heidi Brayman (UC Riverside); Sarah Knight (Leicester). This event is paired with a Research in Action event at Shakespeare’s Globe on Tuesday 12 May.  Programme, further details, and link to (free) registration (which is essential): https://universitydrama2026.wordpress.com/. Colloquium registration closes on Friday 17 April. Contact jwsc5@cam.ac.uk for further details.


– The Book of Sir Thomas More: Piece by Piece
12 April 2026, from 1pm, White Bear Theatre, Kennington
Join us for our latest deep dive into a play full of history and mischief. Our newest all day event is covering the manuscript play of Sir Thomas More by Anthony Munday, with a little help from his friends. The text of the play will be performed in full, covering all the twists and turns of a manuscript being written, rewritten, and censored by the Master of the Revels. With introductions, panel discussions, a full script in hand performance of the text, and a detailed look at the play-within-a-play; this is a not to be missed all-day event.
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/beyondshakespeare
 
– Free art exhibition: Tudor Contemporary
Until 19 April 2026, at The Heong Gallery, Downing College, Cambridge
Highlights include Mat Collishaw's animatronic silicone face of Elizabeth I, as well as Stephen Farthing RA’s Elizabeth I: In a Field of Stars,  and works by The Singh Twins, Linder Sterling, Chan-Hyo Bae, Peter Brathwaite, Natasja Kensmil, Serena Korda, and Cambridge-based artists Eleanor Breeze, Jane Partner. These 11 contemporary artists all respond to Tudor art and imagery in ways that speak urgently to contemporary audiences, exploring issues such as identity, gender, race, power, violence, magic and the fraught relationship between art and historical fact.


- CFP: Periodizing the Early/Modern
Annual Colloquium hosted by the Centre for Early Modern Studies, 
CfP Deadline: 7th April; Colloquium: King’s College London, 11th June
When does early modernity begin and end? How do we understand the relation between the early modern and the historical periods that precede and follow it? This symposium will consider the question of periodizing the early modern in a more forward-looking way, situating this temporal and theoretical construct in relation to our own contemporary moment. We are currently looking for 20-minute papers from early career researchers and postgraduate researchers that reflect on this topic. To apply, please send a 250-word abstract and 100-word bio to cems@kcl.ac.uk by 7th April.
https://kingsearlymodern.co.uk/events/cfp-periodizing-the-earlymodern-annual-cems-colloquium
 

This is the latest round-up of Neo-Latin news. As always, we hope that it is useful for members, and we encourage everyone to submit items for the next issue of this Newsletter. We wish everyone a great spring and hope to see some members at some of the SNLS events later this year. 
 

Best wishes,
Gesine Manuwald
(SNLS President)

