Dear Members,
 
Hopefully, everyone has had a good break over the festive season and a good start to the new year. All best wishes for 2026 to everyone! As ever, SNLS will carry on with activities over this calendar year.

The start of a new calendar year is the time for the first of the four quarterly SNLS Newsletters of 2026 (2026-1, number 45 of the series).
Once again this Newsletter offers an update on SNLS activities and provides a summary of what is happening in real life and in the virtual world of Neo-Latin studies. The SNLS website (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/) continues to offer a range of items of information; and there are several active SNLS social media channels (all accessible from the main SNLS homepage).

If members have any suggestions of what else SNLS could do or would like to volunteer to run any initiatives, such offers would be very welcome: just get in touch!
  
SNLS news:


- SNLS Annual Lecture and AGM 2025: These events took place in the beautifully refurbished Warburg Institute in London on 14 November 2025 (thanks to Lucy Nicholas for arranging this). The minutes of the AGM have been circulated and are available on the SNLS website; action points will be followed up throughout the year. The 2025 prize winners are now listed on the SNLS website.


- Being Human Festival 2025: Thanks to the initiative of Alex Gould, Gavanndra Hodge and Caroline Spearing, SNLS was able to offer another contribution to the Being Human Festival in November (https://www.beinghumanfestival.org), namely a new London walking tour on ‘Women Writers in Early Modern London’. This activity met with a lot of interest.


- SNLS event for PhD students and ECR scholars 2026: The annual event for these groups will take place on 20 March 2026 (online), kindly hosted by Luke Houghton. A call for contributions is currently open and available on the SNLS website: https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/news/.


– SNLS Prizes 2026: There will again be undergraduate and postgraduate SNLS Essay Prizes in 2026. The advertisement is on the SNLS website (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/essayprize/). It would be good if members could advertise this opportunity to eligible people in due course.

- SNLS Annual Lecture and AGM 2026: These events will be hosted by St Bartholomew the Great’s Church in London on 20 November 2026 (thanks to Caroline Spearing for facilitating this). Details will be circulated nearer the time.



- SNLS list of PhD and ECR research projects: As discussed at the AGM 2024, SNLS is now operating an online list of PhD and ECR projects, to give everyone a better idea of what is happening in the field and to enable people to connect (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/phdecrresearchprojects/). Any members in this category who would like to see their projects listed should complete and return the form available from the SNLS website. Other members might wish to encourage people in their networks to submit information for this resource.


– New SNLS Mailing list: Gavanndra Hodge (SNLS PG representative) and Jack Colley (SNLS ECR representative) are looking to start a new mailing list for postgraduate and early-career Neo-Latinists. This list will be used to advertise both more and less formal events which are specifically aimed at PGs/ECRs. Anyone who would like to join this list should please email Jack (jwsc5@cam.ac.uk).


- SNLS Outreach activities: These activities are documented on the SNLS website (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/publicengagement). The most recent activities have been the 'Early Modern Latin in London' Walking Tours. The original tour is now available as a free, publicly accessible online trail where users can follow along at home or follow the trail physically. It can be accessed here: https://www.layersoflondon.org/map/trails/early-modern-latin-in-the-city-of-london.  – Further walking tours are being developed: volunteers welcome! Anyone interested in contributing should contact the Public Engagement Officer Alexander Gould at alexander.gould@london.ac.uk.

- SNLS Social Media: Alexander Gould, the Social Media Officer, has revitalized and reorganized the Society’s social media presence: SNLS is now active on Facebook and Bluesky, but no longer regularly engages on Twitter / X. Links to these platforms are available on the main SNLS homepage; members are encouraged to engage with these feeds and let Alex know of any information that they would like to be distributed in that way.


- SNLS Mentoring Scheme: SNLS continues to operate a mentoring scheme for junior academics (PhD students, postdocs, early career scholars etc.). Any members who would like to get involved as mentors or mentees should contact the President (at g.manuwald@ucl.ac.uk).


- SNLS Neo-Latin Anthology: The presentation of the Anthology on the SNLS website has recently been updated significantly (thanks to Sarah Knight): do have a look! It is now more obvious that contributions are peer-reviewed, citable items, which will hopefully make contributing more attractive (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/snls_teaching_anthology/). Any offers of additional items from members will be most welcome!


– SNLS Podcasts: New podcasts are being added to the SNLS website as they come in. Updates and further contributions for the library of podcasts (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/podcast/) are warmly invited. The podcasts and anthology contributions are vital elements in promoting Neo-Latin to wider audiences. If any members have ideas for topics that could be presented in this format or would like to volunteer a contribution, they should get in touch (with Sharon van Dijk for podcasts and with Sarah Knight for anthology contributions).


– SNLS Membership Fees / Gift Aid: A new SNLS membership year started on 1 October 2025 (following the rhythm of academic years). Thus Membership fees (£15 / £7.50 concessions) for 2025/26 are due (details here: http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/officers/). If everyone who has not already done so could pay their membership fee for this year as soon as possible, this would be appreciated. It simplifies the process, if members pay by standing order or bank transfer, and it helps SNLS if UK tax payers complete the Gift Aid form (available from the SNLS website) as this will enable SNLS to reclaim Gift Aid from HMRC and thus to increase the Society’s income and provide a basis for more activities. Many thanks to everyone who has already made arrangements for payment of the membership fee for this academic year and agreed to the Gift Aid scheme. If there are any problems or questions about payment or the forms, please contact the Treasurer Caroline Spearing (C.J.Spearing@exeter.ac.uk).
 


News on online resources and events from the wider world of Neo-Latin and early modern studies:


– Event: Classics and the Classical Tradition in London
Warburg Institute, 21 May 2026
Details here: https://warburg.sas.ac.uk/news-events/events/classics-and-classical-tradition-2026


– CfP: Early Modern Postgraduate Workshop, University of St. Andrews
CfP Deadline: 10 January
The series welcomes proposals from Master’s and PhD students working on the early modern period (c. 1400–1800) in history and related disciplines. The workshop will continue in a hybrid format, meeting biweekly in person in St Andrews and via Microsoft Teams, beginning the week of 26 January 2026. Those interested in presenting are invited to send a short abstract (maximum 300 words) including a provisional title and brief biography to earlymodernworkshop@st-andrews.ac.uk Full CfP available here
 
– CALL FOR PAPERS Translations and Academies in the Eighteenth Century: Sociability, Transnational Networks and Knowledge Circulation
Submission deadline: 15 February 2026
Martin-Luther-Universität, Halle-Wittenberg, Germany, 25-27 June 2026
This conference will explore how translation processes intersected with the institutional and performative life of academies and sociétés savantes throughout the long eighteenth century. We invite contributions that investigate the role of translation(s) within the learned practices, institutional dynamics and transnational networks of academies across eighteenth-century Europe and beyond. Papers may address specific case studies, actors and textual artefacts; explore how academic sociability mediated the transfer and transformation of ideas across languages, disciplines and cultures; or examine the intellectual, cultural and political contexts that framed translation strategies and processes in the academies’ settings. Proposals for individual papers (approx. 250 words) and panels (approx. 750 words) are welcome. Each proposal should include a short biography of the presenter(s) (approx. 100 words). Applications should be sent by 15 February 2026 to giovanni.lista@izea.uni-halle.de
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/early-modern/sites/early_modern/files/cfptranslationsandacademies.pdf
 
- CfP: Clio Reframed: Women Writing History, 1500–1750 
Submit by 28 February 2026; University of Oxford, 18-19 June 2026
We welcomes proposals for 20-minute panel papers by 28 February 2026, which should be sent to clioreframed@gmail.com. The conference aims to explore historical writing and historiography produced by women between the sixteenth and mid-eighteenth centuries, asking why, when and to what purpose and effect women chose different historical subjects as their focus; to situate these texts within their social, religious, political, and textual production contexts, with the aim of expanding our critical understanding of historical writing that often elides the participation of women; and to challenge narratives that homogenize women’s interests in history and their writing strategies. The conference welcomes global perspectives and interdisciplinary approaches and is not limited to early modern writing in English.
https://clioreframed.hcommons.org/



This is the latest round-up of Neo-Latin news. As always, we hope that it is useful for members, and we encourage everyone to submit items for the next issue of this Newsleter. We wish everyone a wonderful year and hope to see some members at some of the SNLS events coming up. 
 

Best wishes,
Gesine Manuwald
(SNLS President)

