Dear Members,
 
We hope that everyone had a good time with or without Neo-Latin activities since the last Newsletter.
The start of April, just ahead of Easter, is the time for the second quarterly SNLS Newsletter of 2023 (2023-2, number 34 of the series).
Once again this Newsletter offers an update on SNLS activities and provides a summary of what is happening in real life and in the virtual world. The SNLS website (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/) continues to include various pieces of information; and there is an active SNLS Facebook group and Twitter feed (all accessible from the main SNLS homepage). Early modern activities are continuing despite the ongoing challenging circumstances. It is worth reiterating that SNLS is keen to maintain its support for members, adapted to the changed conditions.
If members have any suggestions of what else SNLS could do or would like to volunteer to run any initiatives, such offers would be very welcome: just get in touch!
 
SNLS news:
 
– SNLS Annual Lecture and AGM 2023: The SNLS Annual Lecture and AGM 2023 will take place on 17 November 2023 at Swedenborg House in London. The SNLS’s own Paul White will deliver the Annual Lecture. Further details will follow nearer the time.
– SNLS Events 2023: Later this spring there will be a postgraduate conference at the Warburg Institute on "Mnemosyne: Remembering, Forgetting and Rediscovering Classical Antiquity" (4-5 May 2023), organized by Warburg postgraduate students supported by Lucy Nicholas and under the auspices of SNLS (https://warburg.sas.ac.uk/events/CFP-mnemosyne-postgrad-conf-2023). In late September 2023 the Society will hold an international one-day colloquium on ‘Neo-Latin and Global Encounters’, which will take place online. The planning committee consists of: Tom Evans (Birmingham), Sarah Knight (Leicester), Rebecca Menmuir (QMUL) and Sharon Van Dijk (Birmingham). More details will follow in the next SNLS Newsletter.
– SNLS Mentoring scheme: SNLS operates a mentoring scheme for junior academics (PhD students, postdocs, early career scholars etc.); some pairs have been set up. Any other members who would like to be involved as mentors or mentees should get in touch with the President (at g.manuwald@ucl.ac.uk). Hopefully, this will be a helpful way to support the next generation of Neo-Latin researchers even further.
– SNLS Prizes 2023: There will again be undergraduate and postgraduate SNLS Prizes in 2023: the advertisements are on the SNLS website. Please publicize this opportunity to eligible people in advance of the deadlines, summer (1 June) for undergraduates and autumn (15 October) for postgraduates (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/news/essayprize/). Especially as regards keen undergraduate students, this could be a way to keep them engaged in Neo-Latin studies after teaching finishes for this academic year.
 
– SNLS Podcasts and Neo-Latin Anthology: Several new podcasts have recently been added to the SNLS website: do check them out! Further contributions for the library of podcasts (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/podcast/) or the Neo-Latin anthology (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/snls_teaching_anthology/) are warmly invited. These items are vital elements in promoting Neo-Latin to wider audiences. If any members have ideas for topics that could be presented in this format or would like to volunteer a contribution, please get in touch (with Sharon van Dijk for podcasts and with Sarah Knight for anthology contributions).
- SNLS Public Engagement Opportunity: The SNLS Early-Career and Public Engagement Representatives are in the process of organizing ‘Early Modern Latin in London’ walking tours. Further volunteers welcome.
  – SNLS Annual Lecture and AGM 2024: The SNLS Annual Lecture and AGM 2024 will be a celebratory event in Cambridge, marking the twentieth anniversary of SNLS. Further details will follow nearer the time.
– SNLS Membership Fees / Gift Aid: The new SNLS membership year started on 1 October 2022 (in line with academic years). Thus Membership fees (£15 / £7.50 concessions) for 2022/23 are now due (details here: http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/officers/). If anyone who has not paid their fee for the current year could do so now, this would be appreciated. It simplifies the process, if members pay by standing order or bank transfer, and it helps SNLS if UK tax payers complete the Gift Aid form (available from the SNLS website) as this will enable SNLS to reclaim Gift Aid from HMRC and thus to increase the Society’s income and provide a basis for more activities. The Treasurer is working on reclaiming the Gift Aid SNLS is owed by HMRC. Thanks again to everyone who has already made arrangements for payment of the membership fee for the current academic year and agreed to the Gift Aid scheme. If there are any problems or questions about payment or the forms, please contact the Treasurer Caroline Spearing (C.J.Spearing@exeter.ac.uk). 
 

News on online resources and events from the wider world of Neo-Latin and early modern studies: 
  
– Protestant Latin poetry — approaches to scriptural verse in the sixteenth century and today
Victoria Moul is organising a symposium in London on 27 and 28 June 2023 that will bring together scholars with a particular interest in Protestant Latin poetry to discuss this neglected poetry and useful comparisons with scriptural and religious poetry more widely (e.g. in early modern vernacular poetry; in contemporary poetry). This will be a small event (c. 20 people) with a focus on in-depth discussion and thinking through ways to “open up” verse of this type to teaching as well as research. Some poets writing scriptural or religious poetry today will also be involved, and an eventual volume combining scholarly and creative approaches is planned. There will be a formal CfP in due course, but at this stage anyone with a particular interest in the area is encouraged to write to Dr Moul (v.moul@ucl.ac.uk) with an outline of their area of interest. Some funding for travel to London is available for speakers; there are also small travel bursaries available for graduate and early career scholars, whether or not they present themselves.

– Françoise Waquet, Latin or, The Empire of a Sign (London: Verso Books, 2023)
A new edition of the English translation of Françoise Waquet's classic book on the history of the uses of Latin from the Renaissance to the mid-twentieth century. Waquet examines why, despite rationalist criticisms that Latin was inaccessible to the great majority of people, and inconvenient and time-consuming for the rest, it maintained such a strong presence for so long. Available from the publishers at Verso (versobooks.com).

– Bad Poetry? New perspectives from the ‘Drab’ Age, c.1450-1600
4 April 2023, 10:00AM - 6:00PM
Woburn Suite, G22/26, Ground Floor, Senate House, Malet Street, London
The aim of this colloquium is to engage a range of specialists in late medieval and Renaissance poetry to debate the value of the poetry we study, and whether or not a return to explicitly evaluative frameworks may revive how we read such work. https://ies.sas.ac.uk/events/bad-poetry-new-perspectives-drab-age-c1450-1600 

- SRS Conference 2023: The 10th biennial meeting of the Society for Reanissance Studies will take place in Liverpool from 19 to 22 July 2023 (https://www.rensoc.org.uk/event/srs-10th-biennial-conference/).

– The RSA’s Digital and Multimedia Committee has been working to assemble digital resources of interest to members, provide training in the use and evaluation of digital tools, and recognize digital and multimedia work of special merit. Please take a moment to read about the committee’s initiatives and be sure to review the new content just posted on our Digital Resources site. 


– A Companion to Erasmus has been published as part of the RSA Texts and Studies Series. It draws on the insights of an international team of scholars whose contributions are arrayed in eleven chapters followed by a detailed chronological catalogue of Erasmus’s works and an up-to-date bibliography of secondary sources. This companion illuminates every aspect of Erasmus’s life, work, and legacy while providing an expert synthesis of the most inspiring research in the field.



– Following its relaunch in Oxford in November 2022, the British and Irish Spenser seminar will be meeting at King's College, London on Friday 21st April 2023. We seek to provide a convivial meeting place for conversation amongst Spenserians, and especially to offer support to early career academics and graduate students who are developing projects involving Spenser. We are looking forward to renewing old conversations and starting new ones. 
Location: The River Room, King's Building, Strand Campus, King's College, London
Programme
1.30pm – Arrival
1.45pm – Organisers’ Welcome: Hannah Crawforth and Joe Moshenska
2pm – Panel 1: Spenserian Physicalities
Archie Cornish, University of Sheffield, “Space and Spenserian Allegory: Some Proposals”
Eli Cumings, University of Cambridge/King’s College London, “Reading the Famished Body Within and Beyond The Faerie Queene”
Emily Martin, University of Oxford, “Ignaro and the Key to Allegory”
3.30pm – Coffee
4pm – Panel 2: Spenserian Temporalities
Annie Khabaza, University College, Dublin, “‘Fairly Finish’? Speculative Epic and the Logic of Endings in The Faerie Queene and Stanihurst’s Aeneid”
Conor Wilcox-Mahon, University of Durham, “Protraction in The Faerie Queene”
5pm – Break
5.15pm – Plenary Lecture: Lorna Hutson (Oxford), “‘Chastity and Coastlines in The Faerie Queene, or How England Became an Island.”
6.30-8pm – Drinks/buffet dinner/Spenser at Random

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/british-and-irish-spenser-seminar-tickets-560488996677


– CfP: MEMS Festival 
Deadline for papers: 21 April 2023
University of Kent, Canterbury, 16-17 June 2023
This two-day event celebrates medieval and early modern history (c.400 – 1800), and encourages a wide range of interdisciplinary topics, including but not limited to, politics, religion, economics, art, drama, literature, and domestic culture. We are also accepting applications regarding any digital humanities projects that are either completed or on-going. We invite abstracts of 200-250 words for individual research papers of 20 minutes in length on any subject relating to the medieval and early modern period. We also encourage 700 word abstracts proposing a three-person panel presenting on a specific subject or theme in medieval or early modern studies.  Deadline for all Paper and Panel Proposals is Friday 21st April. All applications must be sent to memsfestival@kent.ac.uk with ‘MEMSFestival 2023 Abstract’ as the subject of the email. If you have any queries, please feel free to check the FAQ page on our website, https://memsfestival.wordpress.com/ or email us at memsfestival@kent.ac.uk


– Exclusion in the Early Modern Period (c.1500-c.1700) 
 
Presented by GEMS: The Glasgow Early Modern Society.   
1-2 June 2023, University of Glasgow.   
The theme of exclusion is central to early modern studies, especially in crucial work being done on critical race studies, gender, marginal identities, and violence. This postgraduate conference shares the scholarly commitment to decolonise the early modern field and to recover excluded and oppressed voices.   
We accept any proposals which fall roughly within the period 1500-1700 and encourage proposals from postgraduates at any stage of their research across the UK.   
We welcome proposals for 15-20 minute papers or ‘lightning paper’ talks of 5 minutes relating to this topic or the suggestions below. Please submit a title, an abstract of no more than 300 words, and a short biographical note to glasgowemsoc@gmail.com.  Please specify if you are proposing a ‘lightning talk’. The submission deadline is 7th April 2023. 
Papers may consider the following:   
1. Excluded groups   
1. Marginal identities   
1. Race and exclusion   
1. Gender and exclusion   
1. Excluded texts and languages   
1. Excluded ideas   
1. Violence and exclusion   
1. Political and religious exclusion   
Keynote speakers: TBC   
We look forward to reading your submissions! 

 
This is the latest round-up of Neo-Latin news. As always, we hope that it is useful for members, and we encourage everyone to submit items for the next issue. We hope that everyone will stay well and have a good spring. We hope to see some of you at some of the SNLS events later this year. 
 
 
Best wishes,
Gesine Manuwald
(SNLS President)
 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Privacy notice for SNLS mailing list
 
By subscribing to the SNLS mailing list and Newsletter, you agree that your personal data (email address, name) may be used by the list owner to manage your membership as well as to send emails with relevant news and events. 
You can change your mind at any time by emailing lucy.r.nicholas@gmail.com with the subject header 'Unsubscribe from SNLS mailing list'.

