Dear Members,
 

We hope that everyone has had a good summer and then a good start to a new academic year.
 
The start of a new academic year, the beginning of October, is the time for the fourth quarterly SNLS Newsletter of 2023 (2023-4, number 36 of the series).
Once again this Newsletter offers an update on SNLS activities and provides a summary of what is happening in real life and in the virtual world. The SNLS website (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/) continues to include various pieces of information; and there is an active SNLS Facebook group and Twitter feed (all accessible from the main SNLS homepage). Early modern activities are continuing whatever the situation. It is worth reiterating that SNLS is keen to maintain its support for members, whatever the circumstances.
If members have any suggestions of what else SNLS could do or would like to volunteer to run any initiatives, such offers would be very welcome: just get in touch!
 
 
SNLS news:
  
– SNLS Annual Lecture and AGM 2023: The SNLS Annual Lecture and AGM 2023 will take place on 17 November 2023 at Swedenborg House in London. The SNLS’s own Paul White will deliver the Annual Lecture. Earlier in the day, as part of the annual ‘Being Human’ Festival, there will be the chance to join an event ‘Rhyme, but no reason?’ in Senate House Library from 1 to 2.30pm (booking through the Being Human Festival website, https://www.beinghumanfestival.org, but just turning up should also be fine). Further details on the day and an agenda for the meeting will be sent out separately in due course.

– SNLS Colloquium 2023: 
On 23 September 2023 the Society hosted the international colloquium 'Neo-Latin and Transcultural Exchanges', featuring eight scholars based in Australia, Italy, Japan, the UK and the USA, who presented their research to an online audience joining the talks from around the world. In the first panel Yasmin Haskell (University of Western Australia) and Akihiko Watanabe (Otsuma Women's University) spoke respectively about Viennese Jesuit students' imagining of the 'Indies' and Asian and European Neo-Latin in Koblenz, Cracow and Manila. In the second session Ovanes Akopyan (Ca' Foscari University of Venice) discussed Moscus, the Muscovites and Renaissance forgery, while Máté Vince (Queen Mary University of London) discussed classical, humanistic and literary ambiguity.
After a break for lunch, Natalya Din-Kariuki (University of Warwick) spoke about the associations between travel and philosophy in the fragment De Anima associated with Charles Blount and his father Henry, and Emily Stevenson (University of York) discussed Richard Hakluyt's involvement in Latin plays at Westminster School. In the final session Simon Mills (University of Newcastle) spoke on the role played by Latin in the later seventeenth-century correspondence of Robert Huntington in the Levant, and extracts from Carla Nappi's (University of Pittsburgh) chapter on Ferdinand Verbiest and his Latin-Manchu grammar from Prof. Nappi's Translating Early Modern China: Illegible Cities (Oxford University Press, 2021) were shared with the group.  
Gesine Manuwald (University College London) and Sarah Knight (University of Leicester) introduced the colloquium, and Lucy Nicholas (Warburg Institute) offered concluding remarks. The sessions were chaired by members of the organising committee: Sarah Knight, Sharon Van Dijk (University of Birmingham), Rebecca Menmuir (Queen Mary University of London) and Tomos Evans (University of Birmingham).        


- SNLS 'Early Modern Latin in London Walking Tours': These walking tours most recently ran during London's Open House Festival in September 2023, with tours being led by Early Career Researchers (Hanne Berendse, Alexander Gould, Rebecca Menmuir). The next tours will take place on 11 and 12 November 2023 during the Being Human Festival. Registration opened on 2 October, so that you can now sign up for free here: <https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/early-modern-latin-walking-tour-city-of-london-tickets-695475003457>. The pilot tours were funded by Queen Mary's Centre for Public Engagement, and you can read a blog post about developing the tours with the SNLS and the Centre here: https://www.qmul.ac.uk/publicengagement/blog/202223-blog-posts/items/early-modern-latin-in-london-walking-tours-.html. 
 
– SNLS Mentoring scheme: SNLS operates a mentoring scheme for junior academics (PhD students, postdocs, early career scholars etc.); some pairs have been set up. Any other members who would like to be involved as mentors or mentees should get in touch with the President (at g.manuwald@ucl.ac.uk). Hopefully, this will be a helpful way to support the next generation of Neo-Latin researchers even further.

– SNLS Prizes 2023: There are again undergraduate and postgraduate SNLS Prizes in 2023: the advertisements are on the SNLS website (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/news/essayprize/). Please publicize this opportunity to eligible people. The deadline for undergraduates (30 June) has passed, and a prize has been awarded: the winner will be revealed at the AGM. The deadline for postgraduates is approaching (15 October), and we are looking forward to receiving submissions from anyone eligible. Again the winner will be revealed at the AGM.
 
– SNLS Podcasts and Neo-Latin Anthology: New podcasts are being added to the SNLS website as they come in: do check them out! Updates and further contributions for the library of podcasts (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/podcast/) or the Neo-Latin anthology (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/snls_teaching_anthology/) are warmly invited. These items are vital elements in promoting Neo-Latin to wider audiences. If any members have ideas for topics that could be presented in this format or would like to volunteer a contribution, please get in touch (with Sharon van Dijk for podcasts and with Sarah Knight for anthology contributions).

  – SNLS Annual Lecture and AGM 2024: The SNLS Annual Lecture and AGM 2024 will be a celebratory event in Cambridge, marking the twentieth anniversary of SNLS. Further details will follow nearer the time.

– SNLS Membership Fees / Gift Aid: The new SNLS membership year started on 1 October 2023 (in line with academic years). Thus Membership fees (£15 / £7.50 concessions) for 2023/24 are now due (details here: http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/officers/). If everyone could pay their membership fee for the current year swiftly, this would be appreciated. It simplifies the process, if members pay by standing order or bank transfer, and it helps SNLS if UK tax payers complete the Gift Aid form (available from the SNLS website) as this will enable SNLS to reclaim Gift Aid from HMRC and thus to increase the Society’s income and provide a basis for more activities. Thanks again to everyone who has already made arrangements for payment of the membership fee for the current academic year and agreed to the Gift Aid scheme. If there are any problems or questions about payment or the forms, please contact the Treasurer Caroline Spearing (C.J.Spearing@exeter.ac.uk). 

News on online resources and events from the wider world of Neo-Latin and early modern studies: 
  
– Book Launch: Baroque Latinity
1 November 2023, 5:00 pm–7:00 pm (UCL and online)
By looking at a wide range of case studies, the contributors explore the concept of ‘Baroque Latinity’, i.e. to what extent a particular period of early modern writing in Latin could be termed ‘Baroque’ and in what ways it differs from adjacent periods. Hybrid event: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/institute-of-advanced-studies/events/2023/nov/ias-book-launch-hybrid-baroque-latinity

– Job opportunity
4 x Postdoctoral Research Associates: ‘Seventeenth-century non-elite writings and writers’
Apply by 22 October 2023
Birkbeck, University of London - School of Creative Arts, Culture and Communication
Posts are fixed term for 25 months at 0.5 FTE on the Leverhulme Trust project ‘Written Worlds in Seventeenth-Century England’. Working closely with Principal Investigator (PI) Sue Wiseman and Co-Investigator (CI) Brodie Waddell, you will focus on one of four interlocking packages for research: non-elite writing generated in the provinces; in and in relation to London; by women; and in relation to travel and encounter. This involves investigating datasets and working in archives. You will help the PI and CI to expand the database, working to build entries, establish formats and keep records. You should have a good first degree (probably in English Literature, History or a related area); have completed a PhD in a relevant subject area (which will most likely be English or History); and have a record of academic publication supported by robust plans for present and future research. 
https://www.jobs.ac.uk/job/DCW724/postdoctoral-research-associate 

– Conference: Reading and studying Neo-Latin authors c. 1600–1950, 19-20 October 2023
see attachment

– CfP: Early Modern Printed Books: Marketing, Memory, Marking
Deadline for submissions: 1 December 2023
University of Tübingen, 19- 22 March 2024
This Spring School brings together postgraduate students, postdocs, and expert speakers to learn and to share ideas about the production, consumption, and study of early modern printed books c.1450–c.1800.

– CfP: Writing Faith and Place in Early Modern Britain 
Deadline for submissions: 12th January 2024
University of Exeter, 17th–19th April
This conference will explore literary and religious cultures across the regions of early-modern Britain, the counties and provincial centres, outside of London from the sixteenth to the eighteenth century. We are interested in the writing of places, of local communities, and in particular of religious identities. Our interests emerge from the Leverhulme-funded project ReConEx (“Writing Religious Conflict and Community in Exeter, 1500-1750”), which has shed new light on the breadth and vibrancy of writing produced in Exeter and Devon throughout the early-modern period. While the conference will include some focus on Exeter and the southwest, we are keen to receive proposals for case studies on all regions outside of London, with the aim of encouraging cross-comparison across a breadth of contexts. Keynote addresses will be given by Prof. Mark Stoyle (University of Southampton) and Dr Alison Searle (University of Leeds). Please send a short biography (ca. 100 words) along with a title and brief abstract (250 words) for a 20-minute paper, or for a panel (3 x 20-minute papers) to d.parry@exeter.ac.uk by 12th January 2024.
https://reconex.exeter.ac.uk/2023/09/18/call-for-papers-writing-faith-and-place-in-early-modern-britain-april-2024/ 

[bookmark: _Hlk90038634]– British and European Collections from Antiquity to 1600 
13 October 2023, 11:00 - 18:00
British Library, London
Come and explore the Library and its services, as well as our amazing Western Heritage collections alongside our curators and reference specialists. This day will appeal to all researchers undertaking PhDs with a particular focus on History, Literature, History of Art and Religious Studies. Our annual series of Doctoral Open Days offer PhD students the chance to discover our research resources and explore the practicalities of using the Library. These days are aimed at first-year doctoral students, but those in other years who want to increase their knowledge of The British Library and its collections are also very welcome! https://www.bl.uk/events/doctoral-open-day-british-and-european-collections-from-antiquity-to-1600

– Renaissance Society of America Conference
We hope you will join us March 21–23, 2024, at our 70th Annual Meeting in Chicago, Illinois. Plans are underway for more than 500 sessions at RSA Chicago 2024, with the participation of 78 Associate Organizations. The Josephine Waters Bennett Lecture will be presented by Joan-Pau Rubiés Mirabet, ICREA Research Professor in the Humanities at Universitat Pompeu Fabra. We are delighted to announce that a pre-conference reception for graduate students will be held, hosted by the Newberry Center for Renaissance Studies. In addition to the meeting sessions, attendees can enjoy a lecture and performance by the Newberry Consort and a demonstration of Renaissance swordplay by Gregory D. Mele of Forteza. 
This is the latest round-up of Neo-Latin news. As always, we hope that it is useful for members, and we encourage everyone to submit items for the next issue. We hope that everyone will have a good academic year. We hope to see some of you at some of the SNLS events this autumn. 
Best wishes,
Gesine Manuwald
(SNLS President)

