Dear Members,
 
Hopefully, everyone has had a good summer and then a good start to the academic year 2024/25. In this coming academic year, as always, SNLS will be active running various Neo-Latin activities.

At the beginning of the new academic year and the fourth quarter of the calendar year it is time for the fourth of the four quarterly SNLS Newsletters of 2024 (2024-4, number 40 of the series).
Once again this Newsletter offers an update on SNLS activities and provides a summary of what is happening in real life and in the virtual world. The SNLS website (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/) continues to include various pieces of information; and there is an active SNLS Facebook group and Twitter feed (all accessible from the main SNLS homepage).

If members have any suggestions of what else SNLS could do or would like to volunteer to run any initiatives, such offers would be very welcome: just get in touch!
  
SNLS news:
 
 – SNLS Annual Lecture and AGM 2024: The SNLS Annual Lecture and AGM 2024 will be a celebratory event in Cambridge on 15 November, marking the twentieth anniversary of SNLS. There will be a tour of the Wren Library of Trinity College in the late morning, then time for lunch, and a roundtable discussion on aspects of Neo-Latin studies (instead of the standard Annual Lecture) in the early afternoon, followed by the AGM. Further details as well as a full programme for the day, the agenda for the meeting and registration information will be sent out later this month.


- SNLS Outreach activities: The 'Early Modern Latin in London' Walking Tours have continued with great success. The tour is now available as a free, publicly accessible online trail where users can follow along at home or follow the trail physically. It can be accessed here: https://www.layersoflondon.org/map/trails/early-modern-latin-in-the-city-of-london. – Rebecca Menmuir and Caroline Spearing had obtained generous Heritage Lottery Funding for a project entitled ‘What Makes a Londoner?’, in partnership with the Church of St. Bartholomew the Great. Originating in SNLS public engagement/early career events, the project has been staging several events for members of the local community on Early Modern Londoners and their engagement with their fast-paced and turbulent world. They culminated in a free concert of early modern music at St Bart’s on Wednesday, 18 September 2024: this concert featured a programme of a fantastic wide range of short musical pieces and readings from the early modern period, performed expertly by the choir of St Bart’s in a beautiful setting, and it was well attended. – There will be an event 'Being Bruno: A Historical London Walk and Talk', following Giordani Bruno's route around the Strand from his Ash Wednesday Supper, as part of the Being Human Festival in November (in which SNLS has participated in the past as well): many thanks to Gavanndra Hodge and Rebecca Menmuir for arranging this!


– SNLS Prizes 2024: There will again be a postgraduate SNLS Prize in 2024, for which the submission deadline is approaching: the advertisement is on the SNLS website (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/news/essayprize/). It would be good if everyone could help to advertise this opportunity to eligible people.



- SNLS co-organized teaching day: SNLS is collaborating with other organizations on an online workshop ‘Teaching Neo-Latin: texts, materials, didactic challenges’ to be held on30 October 2024, hosted virtually by the Warburg Institute. The programme and instructions for registrations can be found here: https://warburg.sas.ac.uk/events/teaching-neo-latin-texts-2024. All welcome!

 
– SNLS Conference 2025: SNLS is planning again a major conference, for 18 and 19 September, to be held in London, with the title ‘Neo-Latin and issues of style: places and periods 1450–1750’. A call for expressions of interest to participate is open until 31 October 2024. Offers of contributions from SNLS members would be welcome. Details can be found on the SNLS website: https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/news/?newsItem=8a17841b8fe761b8018ff3b5c5ad5b7e



– SNLS Podcasts and Neo-Latin Anthology: New podcasts are being added to the SNLS website as they come in: do check them out! Updates and further contributions for the library of podcasts (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/podcast/) or the Neo-Latin anthology (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/snls_teaching_anthology/) are warmly invited. These items are vital elements in promoting Neo-Latin to wider audiences. If any members have ideas for topics that could be presented in this format or would like to volunteer a contribution, please get in touch (with Sharon van Dijk for podcasts and with Sarah Knight for anthology contributions).


– SNLS Mentoring scheme: SNLS operates a mentoring scheme for junior academics (PhD students, postdocs, early career scholars etc.); some pairs have been set up. Any members who would like to be involved as mentors or mentees should get in touch with the President (at g.manuwald@ucl.ac.uk). Hopefully, this will be a helpful way to support the next generation of Neo-Latin researchers even further.


– SNLS Membership Fees / Gift Aid: The new SNLS membership year is now starting, beginning on 1 October 2024 (following the rhythm of academic years). Thus Membership fees (£15 / £7.50 concessions) for 2024/25 are now due (details here: http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/officers/). If everyone could pay their membership fee for this new year swiftly, this would be appreciated. It simplifies the process, if members pay by standing order or bank transfer, and it helps SNLS if UK tax payers complete the Gift Aid form (available from the SNLS website) as this will enable SNLS to reclaim Gift Aid from HMRC and thus to increase the Society’s income and provide a basis for more activities. Thanks again to everyone who has already made arrangements for payment of the membership fee for this academic year and agreed to the Gift Aid scheme. If there are any problems or questions about payment or the forms, please contact the Treasurer Caroline Spearing (C.J.Spearing@exeter.ac.uk). 
 

News on online resources and events from the wider world of Neo-Latin and early modern studies: 
  

- IANLS Conference 2025 (https://ianls.com/aix-en-provence-2025/)

The Nineteenth International Congress of the International Association for Neo-Latin Studies is being organized by the IANLS and Aix-Marseille University.The congress will take place from 14 to 20 July 2025 in Aix-en-Provence, France. It will start with registration on Monday evening (14 July) and will formally close with the conference dinner on Sunday evening (20 July).

– CfP: Staging Silence from Antiquity to the Renaissance
Deadline: 9 January 2025; St John’s College, Cambridge, 3–4 July 2025
This two-day, in-person conference will explore developing traditions of silence in dramatic texts from antiquity to the Renaissance. Papers are sought from scholars across a range of fields, including classical reception, comparative literature, and medieval and/or early modern English literature. Topics may include: mute characters and/or characters who never appear on stage; characters who gain or lose the power of speech (welcoming perspectives e.g. from disability studies); dramatic silence as represented on page and/or stage (e.g. book history approaches and/or performance studies); the history and/or function of animals on stage; the relationship of dramatic silence to music and/or inarticulacy; representations of dramatic silence in contemporary discursive texts; dumb shows; silence in neo-Latin drama. Please submit a 250-word abstract for a 20-minute paper to John Colley (stagingsilence@gmail.com) by noon on Thursday 9 January 2025. 







- Neo-Latin Symposium, Cork, 10–12 April 2025


Attached is the call for papers (deadline: 29 November 2024)





– Archives, artefacts and life-writing: an online workshop
18 October 2024, 1:00 pm–4:00 pm, Online. 
Please join us for a workshop discussing the central role of archives, artefacts and relics in life-writing and in understanding and documenting past earthly lives and afterlives. Organised by the British Catholic Material Culture 1536-1850 & UCL Centre for Early Modern Exchanges.
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/institute-of-advanced-studies/events/2024/oct/archives-artefacts-and-life-writing-online-workshop
 
– Workshop on visual and material aspects of letter-writing in early modern Britain
22 November 2024, 9:00 am–4:00 pm, Institute of Advanced Studies, UCL
This workshop is designed to boost research in epistolary materiality through knowledge exchange.
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/institute-of-advanced-studies/events/2024/nov/workshop-visual-and-material-aspects-letter-writing-early-modern-britain
 

– Collecting in the Early Modern World: Approaches, Methodologies, and Future Directions
7 October 2024, 6:00PM - 7:30PM
Hybrid | Online-via Zoom & IHR Wolfson Room NB02, Senate House, Malet Street, London
IHR Collecting & Display seminar with Leah R. Clark (University of Oxford )
https://www.history.ac.uk/events/collecting-early-modern-world-approaches-methodologies-and-future-directions


This is the latest round-up of Neo-Latin news. As always, we hope that it is useful for members, and we encourage everyone to submit items for the next issue. We hope to see some members at some of the SNLS events this autumn. 
 

Best wishes,
Gesine Manuwald
(SNLS President)

