Dear Members,
Happy New Year! Hopefully, everyone had a nice break over the festive season and a good start to 2024. In 2024 the usual activities of SNLS will continue, and the Society will also celebrate its twentieth anniversary. 
The new year starts with the first of the four quarterly SNLS Newsletters of 2024 (2024-1, number 37 of the series).
Once again this Newsletter offers an update on SNLS activities and provides a summary of what is happening in real life and in the virtual world. The SNLS website (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/) continues to include various pieces of information; and there is an active SNLS Facebook group as well as a Twitter (X) and Bluesky feed (all accessible from the main SNLS homepage).
If members have any suggestions of what else SNLS could do or would like to volunteer to run any initiatives, such offers would be very welcome: just get in touch!
SNLS news:
– SNLS Annual Lecture and AGM 2023: The SNLS Annual Lecture and AGM 2023 took place on 17 November 2023 at Swedenborg House in London; it was a nice event in a great setting. The minutes of the AGM (kindly written by Paul White) have been circulated separately and are now available on the SNLS website (action points mentioned in the minutes are in progress). At the AGM SNLS welcomed a new Postgraduate Representative to the Executive Committee.
- SNLS 'Early Modern Latin in London Walking Tours': These walking tours have been a great success, but are now paused for the winter. They are planned to resume in February. Volunteers welcome! – It is hoped that further outreach activities, like the participation in the Being Human Festival in 2023, can be repeated in 2024.
– SNLS Mentoring scheme: SNLS operates a mentoring scheme for junior academics (PhD students, postdocs, early career scholars etc.); some pairs have been set up. Any other members who would like to be involved as mentors or mentees should get in touch with the President (at g.manuwald@ucl.ac.uk). Hopefully, this will be a helpful way to support the next generation of Neo-Latin researchers even further.
– SNLS Prizes 2024: There will again be undergraduate and postgraduate SNLS Prizes in 2024: the advertisements are on the SNLS website (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/news/essayprize/). Please publicise this opportunity to eligible people.
– SNLS Podcasts and Neo-Latin Anthology: New podcasts are being added to the SNLS website as they come in: do check them out! Updates and further contributions for the library of podcasts (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/podcast/) or the Neo-Latin anthology (https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/snls_teaching_anthology/) are warmly invited. These items are vital elements in promoting Neo-Latin to wider audiences. If any members have ideas for topics that could be presented in this format or would like to volunteer a contribution, please get in touch (with Sharon van Dijk for podcasts and with Sarah Knight for anthology contributions).
  – SNLS Annual Lecture and AGM 2024: The SNLS Annual Lecture and AGM 2024 will be a celebratory event in Cambridge on 15 November, marking the twentieth anniversary of SNLS. Further details will follow nearer the time.
– SNLS Membership Fees / Gift Aid: The new SNLS membership year started on 1 October 2023 (in line with academic years). Thus Membership fees (£15 / £7.50 concessions) for 2023/24 are now due (details here: http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/ren/snls/officers/). If everyone could pay their membership fee for the current year swiftly, this would be appreciated. It simplifies the process, if members pay by standing order or bank transfer, and it helps SNLS if UK tax payers complete the Gift Aid form (available from the SNLS website) as this will enable SNLS to reclaim Gift Aid from HMRC and thus to increase the Society’s income and provide a basis for more activities. Thanks again to everyone who has already made arrangements for payment of the membership fee for the current academic year and agreed to the Gift Aid scheme. If there are any problems or questions about payment or the forms, please contact the Treasurer Caroline Spearing (C.J.Spearing@exeter.ac.uk). 
News on online resources and events from the wider world of Neo-Latin and early modern studies: 
  
- Warburg Institute Conference, 24 May 2024
Carmina nunc mutanda: confessionalizing tendencies in Neo-Latin poetry of the Reformation period
The association of poetry with the religious realm is long-established. Cicero’s conviction that poets were infused with ‘a divine spirit’ and ‘bestowed on us by God’ (Cicero, Pro Archia 18) endured and continued to hold sway in the Early Modern imagination. This conference aims to explore how these established associations interact with the new confessional impulses which emerge in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. It will look at how the Neo-Latin poetry of this era engages with and reflects the concerns and conflicts of the European reformations. Particular attention will be given to the attempts made by individuals or institutions to craft a distinctive poetics in service of particular religious positions, Protestant or Catholic. A key objective will be to examine what Neo-Latin poetry had to offer this confessional impulse: was it functioning as an act of devotion, a didactic tool to promulgate a particular message, a lever for conversion, an alternative to preaching, a mode of theology or scriptural exegesis, or a medium for communicating ideas about doctrinal or moral reform? We also welcome approaches that consider the perceived purpose of classical learning in any of these religiously partisan productions.
We anticipate that a range of poetic genres (including scriptural paraphrases, hymns, epic, and moralizing lyric) will be relevant; papers on Neo-Greek poetry are also very welcome. We will be especially interested to hear how the language itself and/or the metrical schemes might also have played a role in a poem’s confessional thrust: it is our belief that the role of the senses as well as the intellect was crucially significant in the poetic articulation of a confessional position. We invite papers that discuss a particular text or author, but also those that take a more synoptic view of the confessionalizing trends in the poetic output of this period. On this last approach, topics might include patterns of composition in a particular European region, the extent to which Catholic and Protestant poems were directly answering or countering each other’s claims, or the ways in which they were used to drive intra-confessional agendas.
This is currently envisioned as a one-day conference to be held either in hybrid format (i.e. in-person and online) or entirely online, depending on majority preference, and will take place on Friday, 24 May 2024. The event will be run by the Warburg Institute in London, and the organizers are Nathaniel Hess and Lucy Nicholas. We invite proposals in the form of a working title and abstract of no more than 200 words (and we ask you to keep in mind that conference papers should be 20 minutes max. in duration). Please also indicate your preference for in-person or online. The deadline for proposals is Friday, 23 February 2024. 
Questions and proposals should be sent to: nathaniel.hess@sas.ac.uk and lucy.nicholas@sas.ac.uk 


- NeoLatina Conference on 27/28 June 2024 in Freiburg (Germany)
Call for Papers: https://www.altphil.uni-freiburg.de/termine/neolatina2024
https://www.altphil.uni-freiburg.de/downloads/Neolatina2024cfpen.pdf 


– CfP: Writing Faith and Place in Early Modern Britain
Deadline for submissions: 12 January 2024
University of Exeter, 17–19 April
This conference will explore literary and religious cultures across the regions of early-modern Britain, the counties and provincial centres, outside of London from the sixteenth to the eighteenth century. We are interested in the writing of places, of local communities, and in particular of religious identities. Our interests emerge from the Leverhulme-funded project ReConEx (“Writing Religious Conflict and Community in Exeter, 1500-1750”), which has shed new light on the breadth and vibrancy of writing produced in Exeter and Devon throughout the early-modern period. While the conference will include some focus on Exeter and the southwest, we are keen to receive proposals for case studies on all regions outside of London, with the aim of encouraging cross-comparison across a breadth of contexts. Keynote addresses will be given by Prof. Mark Stoyle (University of Southampton) and Dr Alison Searle (University of Leeds).
Please send a short biography (ca. 100 words) along with a title and brief abstract (250 words) for a 20-minute paper, or for a panel (3 x 20-minute papers) to d.parry@exeter.ac.uk by 12th January 2024.
https://reconex.exeter.ac.uk/2023/09/18/call-for-papers-writing-faith-and-place-in-early-modern-britain-april-2024/

- IANLS Conference 2025 (https://ianls.com/aix-en-provence-2025/)

The Nineteenth International Congress of the International Association for Neo-Latin Studies is being organized by the IANLS and Aix-Marseille University.The congress will take place from 14 to 20 July 2025 in Aix-en-Provence, France. It will start with registration on Monday evening (14 July) and will formally close with the conference dinner on Sunday evening (20 July).
Guidelines for Abstracts
Guidelines and instructions for the submission of the abstracts can be found HERE.The deadline for all proposals is 15 May 2024. Proposals should be submitted in PDF format via the congress website https://ianls-2025.sciencesconf.org/.
– Renaissance Society of America Conference
We hope you will join us March 21–23, 2024, at our 70th Annual Meeting in Chicago, Illinois. Plans are underway for more than 500 sessions at RSA Chicago 2024, with the participation of 78 Associate Organizations. The Josephine Waters Bennett Lecture will be presented by Joan-Pau Rubiés Mirabet, ICREA Research Professor in the Humanities at Universitat Pompeu Fabra. We are delighted to announce that a pre-conference reception for graduate students will be held, hosted by the Newberry Center for Renaissance Studies. In addition to the meeting sessions, attendees can enjoy a lecture and performance by the Newberry Consort and a demonstration of Renaissance swordplay by Gregory D. Mele of Forteza. 
– CfP The British Milton Seminar
Deadline for submissions: 31 January 2024
Liverpool John Moores University, 8 March 2024
There will be three sessions: 10.30 am–12.00 pm; 1.00–2.30 pm; 3.00–4.30 pm. We welcome proposals for 25-30-minute papers for the first two sessions. We also invite proposals for contributions (approx. 5 minutes) to the third session, which will focus on teaching Milton. Please send proposals, by no later than 31 January 2024, to Professor Hugh Adlington (h.c.adlington@bham.ac.uk), Professor Sarah Knight (sk218@leicester.ac.uk), and Dr Rachel Willie (r.j.willie@ljmu.ac.uk), the organiser at LJMU.
[bookmark: _Hlk90038634]– Three Languages, one God: choosing words in early modern Ireland
30 January 2024, 5:30PM - 7:30PM
IHR Pollard Seminar Room, N301, Third Floor, IHR, Senate House, Malet Street, London
IHR Religious History of Britain 1500-1800 seminar with John McCafferty (University College Dublin)

– Renaissance Lives - 'John Donne in the Shadow of Religion'
8 February 2024, 5:30PM - 7:00PM
Warburg event, online via Zoom
Andrew Hatfield (University of Sussex) in conversation with Bill Sherman (Warburg Institute). The book not only provides an overview of Donne’s life and work, but connects his writing and thinking to the ideas, institutions and networks that influenced him.
https://warburg.sas.ac.uk/events/renaissance-lives-john-donne-2024
 
– Measure for Measure
15 February 2024–17 February 2024, 7:30 pm–7:30 pm
Bloomsbury Theatre, London
UCL Shakespeare Company and UCL Stage Crew present the playwright's tale of moral versus civil justice.
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/bloomsbury-theatre/events/2024/feb/measure-measure 

– Job opportunity: Lecturer in Early Modern History
Closes:  12 January 2024
University of Bristol - Department of History
The successful applicant will be a specialist in any aspect of early modern history. We particularly encourage applications from scholars of global early modern history and/or from scholars whose area specialism extends the geographical range of early modern studies in the department. The successful applicant will ideally be able to start on August 1 or as soon as possible thereafter. https://www.jobs.ac.uk/job/DET180/lecturer-in-early-modern-history
 
– Job opportunity: Career Development Fellowship in Early Modern English Literature 1550 – 1760
Closes:  29 January 2024
University of Oxford
For five years from 1 October 2024. This Career Development Fellowship is intended for an early-career scholar who wishes to further their experience of undergraduate teaching in English alongside their research. https://www.jobs.ac.uk/job/DEX419/career-development-fellowship-in-early-modern-english-literature-1550-1760
 
– AHRC-funded PhD Studentship in Early Modern Studies - Outsourcing State Censorship: The Stationers’ Company and the privatisation of press regulation in Restoration England
Closes:  28 February 2024
Newcastle University
Studentship 100% of home tuition fees paid and an annual stipend (living expenses) of £17,668. You will work with the Stationers’ Company’s extensive archive (in particular its business records) to explore how it recruited spies and censors and how it went about locating and shutting down forbidden printing. https://www.jobs.ac.uk/job/DEW494/ahrc-funded-phd-studentship-in-early-modern-studies-outsourcing-state-censorship-the-stationers-company-and-the-privatisation-of-press-regulation-in-restoration-england
 
This is the latest round-up of Neo-Latin news. As always, we hope that it is useful for members, and we encourage everyone to submit items for the next issue. We hope that everyone will have a good 2024. We hope to see some of you at some of the SNLS events this year. 
Best wishes,
Gesine Manuwald
(SNLS President)
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Privacy notice for SNLS mailing list
 
By subscribing to the SNLS mailing list and Newsletter, you agree that your personal data (email address, name) may be used by the list owner to manage your membership as well as to send emails with relevant news and events. 
You can change your mind at any time by emailing lucy.r.nicholas@gmail.com with the subject header 'Unsubscribe from SNLS mailing list'.

