NT OF MONT VENTOUX

onigi de’Roberti of Borgo San Sepolcro,
Francess W_wﬂm“ Malaucéne, April 26, 1336. (Fam.,
f theology 4. V. Rossi, 1, 153-61; Opera [Basel, 1581],

THE ASCE

Letter tO

rofessor O logy
w< .. in Le Familiart,
b 9

Pp- 624-27-)
To Dionigi
gustine, Professor of Theology,

DAY I ascended the highest mountain in .armm Hommosh
1—”%2%, not without cause, Hra%. call arn. Windy Peak.
Nothing but the desire to see its conspicuous height ém.m the n.nu-
son for this undertaking. For many years _. have been 58:@.5@
to make this expedition. You know that since my early child-
hood, as fate tossed around human affairs, I have been Smm.&
around in these parts, and this mountain, visible far and ewao

from everywhere, is always in your view. So I was at last seized
el by the impulse to accomplish what I had always €w=.8mm to .ao.
. It happened while I was reading Roman history again in Livy
r%; that I hit upon the passage where Philip, the king of Macedon—
the Philip who waged war against the Roman people—“ascends
Mount Haemus in Thessaly, since he believed the rumor that
you can see two seas from its top: the Adriatic and the Black
Sea.”? Whether he was right or wrong I cannot make out be-

Saint Au-
San Sepolcro, of the Order of
e Mwoﬁ his own troubles

1 [The name of the mountain appears as “Ventosus” in Latin mon%.
ments as early as the tenth century, though originally it had nothing to ﬂ
with the strong winds blowing about that isolated peak. Its _.uno<n.=m»m
form “Ventour” proves that it is related to the name of a deity icar_mtan
by the pre-Roman (Ligurian) population of the Rhone Basin, a god 4—.
lieved to dwell on high mountains (cf, C., Jullian, Histoire de la Gaule, V1,
- P. Julian, “Glose sqr I'étymologie du mot Ventoux,” in Le Pélérinage

u Mt. Ventous [Carpentras, 19371, pp. 337 ff.).] , <..

2. [In his H; ¢
Vof Zunoao N..RQﬂQ 0% wcsﬂ (xl. 21. N,.I.NN,; VW B

mnaw.»wn»“ ASCENT OF Mon7 VENToyx

e mountain is far mno.S, our region, and the dis,
use Juthors renders the matter uncertain, | do not
»Bo”m,. all of them: the cosmographer Pomponiys
%wmwamsnn to report the fact as cdnww. Livy Supposes the rumcoy
cho esl would not leave it long in doubt if that mountajn

were as €asy t0 explore as the one here. At any rate, I had better
Jet it g0 D order to come back to the mountaip, | me

first. It seemed to me that a young man who holds
office* might be excused for doing what an old
plamed for.

I now began to think over whom to choose a5 4 companion. It
will sound strange to you that hardly a single one of 4] my
friends seemed to me suitable in every respect, so rare a ﬁrmsm is
g:n@.ocumaawmg in every attitude and habit even among
dear friends. One was too sluggish, the other too vivacious; one
, the other too quick; this one too gloomy of temper,

0 gay. One was duller, the other brighter than I
liked. This man’s taciturnity, that man’s flippancy;
Y %_gwum obesity of the next, the thinness and weak-

NOtAer were reasons to deter me. The cool lack of
like another’s too eager interest, dissuaded me
either. All such qualities, however difficult they
be borne at home: loving friendship is able to

5 1t refuses no burden. But on a journey they

‘Thus my delicate mind, craving honest en-
d about carefully, weighing every detail, with

Tacitly it rejected whatever it could
ome on the projected excursion.
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RENAISSANCE MIHH.OmOWEM‘
What do you think I did?
revealed my plan to my

OF M N
rn:u at home anq
ounger thap Lang
car of :ol::m he
the place of frieng

At last I applied for
only brother, whe ISy
whom you know well enough. He could h
would have liked better and w
as well as brother.

We left home on the appointed day and arrived
at night. This is a place at the northern foot of ¢
We spent a day there and began ou
of us accompanied by a single serv
countered a good deal of trouble,
and almost inaccessible pile of roc
the Poet says is appropriate:
everything.”s

The day was r,:m,

as _Swwv‘ to fill

at Malaucep,
he mountajp,
I ascent this morning, each
ant. From the start we en-
for the mountain 1s a steep
ky material. However, what
“Ruthless striving  overcomes

the air was mild; this and v
strong and supple bodies, and all the other con
us on our way. The only obstacle w

We found an aged mrm_uroa in the f
tried with many w

igorous minds,
ditions assisted
as the nature of the spot.
olds of the mountain who
ords to dissuade us from the ascent. He said

he had been up to the highest summit in just such
fervor fifty years ago and had

and pains, and his body as v
and nro_.:% underbrush. Neve

youthful
brought home nothing but regret
ell as his clothes torn by rocks
r before and never since had the
n who dared a similar feat. While

s. [Virgil Georgica i. 145-46; Macrobius Saturnalia v. 6.]

[ag]
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RYAUR G0
pET

m our start we stopped at a rock. From nrw_.a we
Not far ?.o roceeding at a slower pace, to be sure. I in par-
ent on agait, P ay up with considerably more modest steps.
< BWnHNn& to reach the summit by the very ridge
B in on a short cut; I, being so much more of
i a.:o::S bending down toward the valley. When he
i /ﬂmm:a showed me the better way, I answered that
e i mu»m easier access on the other side and was not
:,omma g mq_u nger route on which I Emmrn. wnooa& w:oR
et M)wmrm.énr an excuse I tried to w»:z:.n my _uN_:n&m
mB% o%N.n Hr_n others had already reached Mra _:mrh.w HNMNMV-
- 1 eys, where no
v i»:anzwmm HMM“M%WM “ﬂ:ﬂ»ﬂww way cnomB.o ~o=mnﬂ »M:“
e »onnmm W&: fatigue grew heavier and ro».SQ. At »Mza
e v, ma.o sted, began to regret my perplexing nMaonmmo:
mn:.cﬂol% % t .n:o heights with a éro?r@?ﬂ mn vnan.
e »nﬁﬂavnna I reached my brother, who ha e
it Mﬂw €,»m refreshed by a good long rest.

n_,rma_v\
the same pace. However,
D Smonr“%wm when I forgot the detour I had

had we left that non_ﬂ.%znw before and was once BEM a“m.uv_wm
poRchjuictl Sl &onm Againl wandered %S:m.r : M:Z into
et ~o€on_~.nm_ﬁ. m.aa easier path and mn:q:d__um%_n\m:&:
looking %on nrn. os.w,rcm I indeed put off the a_mmmn.o g
longer a_.mmncw_nnm .:»E_.n is not overcome 3\& HMMM:MFW. What
S &MH“%WEW:S::S reach the heights w%ﬁ% indignant; this
corp

o

ther laughed at me; & ¥ few hours. So
shall 1 say? My wmwno cimes and more éiw_an»m mwm AT
r»wmgna MOmBMnBSm S %Mn & TM from things cor-
often was 1 1ré b winged thoug i ¥
valley. There I _.nwmow MMVH.M al and addressed myself in words
hat 15 110

W
ticu

My br

was §

waiting for me

poreal to W
like these:
«\What vS
this mountai
others who 2

experienced today while climbing
: ou must know, and mo B»:.%
toward the blessed life. This

u —.~D<O SO O%HO—H

happens to you Y
”a Em_Eam their way

[39]
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RENAISSANCE wI~FOmOwT~< OF

MaAN
which appeared rather to my mind than my eyes, A

strong desire seized me to sce my friend!3 apq my
again. At the same time I Svcrom the weakness of 2 ming p,,
yet grown to manhood, manifest in both these desires, m:rocmr
in both cases an excuse would not lack support from famoyg
champions.

Then another thought took

it from the contemplation of Space to that of time, and
to myself: “This day marks the completion of the tent
since you gave up the studies of yo
logna. O immorta] God, O immuta
and how great were the chan
your moral habits since then,
left undone, for | am not y
rity of the storms I hav

n Eono&zw
Native Jang

possession of my mind, _S&sm

I said
h year
ur boyhood and left Bo-
ble Wisdom!
ges you have had to Eannmo in
” I will not speak of what is still
et in port that | might think in secy-

nrmmnoosacg. The time will wﬂ.rnwm
come when I can review all this in the order in which it rmw-

wo:om, :mm:m mmm ?o_om:a Hrmﬂ passage of your favorite >:m=m-
tine: “Let me remember Ev\wmm::om:mnﬂmmzmﬂra omn:m_oo?

ruption of my soul, not that I Jove them, but that | may love
Thee, my God.”14

>§:.< dubious and tro
me. What I used to lov
still, but less Passionatel
QBEJ& more sadly. N

How many

ublesome Q:.:mm are still in store for
e, I love no _o:mnn. But I lie: I love it
y- Again have I lied: [ love it, but more

OW at last I have told the truth; for thus
itis: I love, but what

I should love not to love, what [ should
wish to hate, Nevertheless [ love it, but against my will, under

tune | experienc

famous line: “Hate [ shall,

not willing.”15 The thirq
pPerverted and malicious w

shall love though
year has not yet elapsed since that
ill, which had totally seized me and

13. [Petrarca is nnmnnlnm to Giacomo Colonna,
had gone to Rome in the summer of 1333; cf, Fa

14. [Confessions ij. I 1]
15. [Ovid Amores iii.

Emrov of Lombez, who
., 1, 5 (4), and L6 (5).]

IE 3]

[42]
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g ithout an opponent, began
i urt of my heart withou p ipitest
: e . : -
jgrodiin mo s bel offering resistance. A stubborn »s, il
i long raging on the field of my thoug
s o:mm :m two men within me.
ne of the tv :
v\ e y mrocm:ﬁw the history of MTM last
asked my-
dismissed my sorrow at the wm.ma Ea.& e Mm
pet eed in ?oz.wna:m this rapi % g
e d come as much nearer to <:.Emn,
»: freed from
i have been
time, as you oo
. st e rs as a resu
i . vmazmm% during these last two v:u_wm . -
s he old wills—wou
e le of the new and the . g
AN i but with reason
et ith certainty bu o
i i ith equal min
> »Enlwmnr»w ath in your fortieth year with eq
) €
t—to meet

m@& Jed battle

Hremac
the suf :
?mﬂrcm 1 revolved mm m

su
. “Suppose you
NM_M for another decade,

O (0] v\ —V_OM.MH again a

1 si
These and like con
again, dear father. I was gla

. ion and W how for-
imperfectio have some
TCRRPRARI do ws this manner I seemed to
n .
of all that me

i1 | was warned to

d ccrv\_ until d be
d d come to an e woul
gotten the @_»nm H%M.oém for which another % _mmnon what I had
m ¥

throw off suc I had better look E.oE.a an MBI

more %wnowdmnn.. ing here. The ume mo d the shad-

b, nwﬂ:m Wcs was already setting, an Like a

d. Thes : d longer.

ing longer an

ol i _Mmgww mﬁa looked toward &

I turne France and Spain, the ridge

% though there 1s no

but I
ress H —JMQ BNQ0¢
il %mw Mwi bypetha:figklpese

intended to :
proaching, they said "
ow of the mountain
man aroused from m_nmw._ e
ry W .

he bounda e L
e el il ino but the weakness of the
i 'h I knew, and nothing d see most distinctly
o) by use. However, one could se

is the cause.

leye s th

g nd, to the
ince of Lyons to the right and,

s g

aIns

~nm one not
re mnhcmmr:m mn MOnHanWw Uﬂﬂwwn‘ ﬂ—.—ﬂ (0]
> rom amorous servit an o] —A:—m ~—~m mf:—ﬂr—w— _CWI
—.Zm 1 5@0 Q U— «© mv
sin T:a m
ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁ m

. nm.
n?n:oaA
é»nova y

ing him forward on hwownqsvmn»,m Sonnet 52 (68).]

o, the other E..ms.qmiz 5. 10; X. 2223, &

T€SS, 3 062‘.32 .
o
>=ma%

[43]

6. [Two rival wills a
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left, the sea near Marseilles as well as th e
the

against Al : "
Hm this Q&m cmmrzmmsm, although it takes sever wém that breg),
I »aaqn.a Qw one River was &nonzw Eam days to traye]
1 €
now lifting u %Q A._QE_, i relishing nmer our eyes.
my body m:aﬂ ﬁm\ B_:m.ﬂo higher spheres after HW €njoyment,
Yo 00,3 e ocm? it fit to look into the vo] € example of
preserve car Me_ﬂ: ,S:nv I owe to your lovin :S.m of Augus.
brance of ﬁrM M Hﬂ, S always in my :meF:.a:nmm and
uthor as well as th S, in reme
smallest size but full of ; e donor.7 It js 4 [ m-
i : of infinite s a little book of
intention of ; weetness. | Y
indeed vmﬁ :.W&Sm whatever might occur H%WMHMQ 1t with the
rmﬂuﬁwaa 8@%% w and ﬂmco_: sentences could noBMmmﬁ“ :MnE:m,
: pon the tenth b 0 hand. [
stood beside : ook of the work. N
>:m:wm:n o::hgﬂ Intently mxvmca:m tor lede mon.y >Mv\ brother
brother who ém% B.ocﬂr. I ask God to be my eS.nMﬂ Ing from
written: “And :“w:: me: Where I fixed my eyes MMME iy
moo&m of th g0 to admire the hi h j , 1t was
€ sea, the huge streams of SWEMMHMWM%., the Mmmm
) circumfer-

ocean, a
| themselves,”1 » and the revolutio
elves.”18 v, ns of the stars—and desert

wanted to hear

17. [The smalls;
e o Bl T <ot of oge
year of his life, Ompanied P ugustine’ .
gave the book to rﬂwﬁmﬂ he coulq :MJMMQ Wherever ___M ,mmmw&:ea& a
er 4 A unti
18. [Augustine Conf ger read its minute mnnwvnm MMM

rsili (see

5 P- wwv asat

es. ok Ftan

19. [Seneca Epistje g, M_Sd X. 8. 15.] en of his friendship,]

[44]
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¢ I had read there was said to me and to nobody else. I re-
BoBvoanm that >=mcma:a once suspected the same regarding
himself, when, while he was reading the Apostolic Epistles, the
first passage that occurred to him was, as he himself relates:
«Not in _cmsmcna:m and drunkenness, not in chambering and
in strife and envying; but put ye on the Lord

wantonness, not 1
uamcm Christ, and make no provision for the flesh to fulfil your

Justs.”2® The same had happened before to Anthony: he heard
the Gospel where it is written: “If thou wilt be perfect, go and
sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and come and follow
hou shalt have treasure in heaven.”?! As his Eomﬁ%rnn
he applied the Lord’s command to himself, just
ad been recited for his sake. And as
ght nothing else, and as Augus-

eve

me, and t
Athanasius says,
as if the Scripture h
Anthony, having heard this, sou
tine, having read the other passage, vnonnmamm no further, the
end of all my reading was the few words I have already set
down. Silently I thought over how mno»n_v\ mortal men lack
counsel who, neglecting the noblest part of themselves in empty
parading, look without for what can be found within. I admired
the nobility of the mind, had it not voluntarily mmmnnnnma& and
strayed from the wlBOn&m_ state of its origin, converting into
disgrace what God had given to be its honor.

How often, do you think, did I turn back and look up to the
summit of the mountain today while 1 was walking down? It
seemed to me hardly higher than a cubit noamﬁ,am to the height
of human contemplation, were the latter not w_cam& into the
filth of earthly sordidness. This too occurred to me at every
step: “If you do not regret undergoing so much sweat and hard
labor to lift the body a bit nearer to heaven, ought any cross or

ure to frighten the mind that is trying to come nearer

jail or tort
its feet upon the swollen summit of insolence

to God and set
20. [Rom. 13:13-14, quoted by Augustine Confessions viil. 12. 29.]
21. [Matt. 19:21, quoted by Athanasius in his Life of St. Anthony
(Latin version by Euagrius), chap. 2, and from there by Augustine Con-
fessions viil. 12. 29.]

[45]
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and upon the fate of mortal men?” And this toq. «
; . : Q%S
will ever succeed in not diverging from this path How fe,,

, : b
fear _oam Mmamr% or desire for smooth comfort?22 T, Momcmn of
would be any man who accompli . T
plished such a feat .
—were ther
e

ever such anywhere. This would be him of wh

judge the Poet was thinking when he wrote: om [ shoylgq

Happy the man who succeeded i i
ed in bar :
Wsa who trod underfoot all fear, msnxhwmmvﬂw M,ow b A
reedy Acheron’s uproar. . ., .23 gteine

How in

gt Eﬁﬂanﬂ% ocmwﬁ Wwe to exert our strength to get under foot

gher spot of earth but the i :

) of assions wh
by earthly instincts.” P ich are puffed up

Such i :
wonnnwiwaomo:m éﬂ.o rousing a storm in my breast as, without
g the roughness of the path, I a
the li T e returned late at night to
Bowmao EM._ ¢ inn from which I had set out before &»sﬁm The
was s . :

o ining all zwmrm long and offered her friendly service
i éwnrmnna. <<.r:o the servants were busy preparing our
) rew quite alone into a remote part of the house to

write this letter to i
you in all haste and
g : on the s
ment. I was afraid the intention to Writ pur of the mo-

the rapid change of scen i
: e
if I deferred it. pomgs

e might evaporate, since
Yy to cause a change of mood

And th i
nd thus, most loving father, gather from this letter how

eager I am to leave nothing wh :
your eyes. Not only do ~m» atever in my heart hidden from

the utmost care but every si
.ﬁromo thoughts, I beseech you,
ity. So long have they been i

gle thought of mine, Pray for

that HTn% ma
3 Yy at last find stabil-
&5@ about and, ms&nm i

stand, been uselessly driven thr no fi
ough i
they now turn at last to the Oaﬁm ﬂr,wo DS »:% masters, May
stably Abiding. oo, the True, ghe
Farewell.

On the twenty-sixth day of April, at Malaucéne
22. [Cf. Matt. 7:13-15.] .
23. [Virgil Georgica ii. 490-92.]
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ON HIS OWN IGNORANCE AND THAT
OF MANY OTHERS

Opera (Basel, 1554), pp. 1123-68; (1581), pp. 1035-59; L. M.
Capelli, Pétrarque: Le traité De sui ipsius et multorum ignorantia
(Paris, 1906); and P. Rajna, “I1 codice Hamiltoniano 493 della R. Bib-
lioteca di Berlino,” Rendiconti dell’ Accademia dei Lincei, XVIII
(54 ser., 1909), 479-508. The Dedication, dated January 13, 1368, be-
longs in Book xii of the Seniles, as No. 5, but is printed before the text
in the Basel Editions of the Opera.

To the grammarian Donato the Apennine-born, with a little

book dedicated to bim

ERE at last, my friend, you have the little book long since
oannﬁna and m:o::mma, a little book on a vast matter,
namely, “On my own ignorance and that of many others.” Had
I been allowed to beat it out on the anvil of my inventive genius
with the hammer of study, you may believe me, it would have
grown into a camel’s load. For can there be a wider field, a
vaster mno::m for talking, than a treatise on mm:oB:ow and
nmmnom»:v‘ on mine> You shall read this book, as %.oc are 5 the
habit of listening to me when I tell tales at the fireside on winter
nights, rambling along wherever the impulse takes me. I r.»<o
called it a book, but it is a talk. It has nothing of a book besides
the name: neither the bulk nor the disposition; it has not the
style and, above all, not the gravity of a book, since it was writ-
ten quickly on 2 hasty journey. ; ;

However, I have had the whim to call it 2 book, because I
wanted to win your favor with a small present »:m.» great
name. [ was convinced that whatever comes ?o& me will please
you. Nevertheless, 1 intended to cheat you. _ﬁ. is customary to
cheat another in this manner even among friends. ASS: we
send them a few apples or some choice morsel wm.mu_sn% ?c.g,
ut these things into a silver vessel and wrap 1tin pure white

[47]

we p




wmé@» « VALLA - FICINO - PICO . POMPONAZZ] . S<m_m
The Renaissance
Egmomo_ur% of Man

Selections in translation, edited by
ERNST CASSIRER - PAUL OSKAR KRISTELLER
JOHN HERMAN RANDALL, JR.




