ESSAY QUESTIONS, RS201/RS301

NB: In all cases, you should assume that the questions below encourage you to deal with (and critically evaluate) the relevant secondary literature, and to make use when possible and appropriate, of the primary literature (in translation, if you do not have the relevant languages). Make sure to format your essays according to MHRA style and to double-space them. 

1. How good was the provision of food, drink and accommodation for travellers in Renaissance Europe?

2. Discuss the representation of racial and/or cultural difference in Renaissance travel writing.

3. How widely did books and/or their authors or owners travel in the Renaissance? What were the factors affecting their movement? Base your answer on a few selected examples and on the broader critical literature.

4. ‘The Thirty Years’ War was the last European war of religion’. Evaluate this statement on the basis of the issues raised in class and in the relevant scholarly literature.

5. The Renaissance was marked by religious controversies and conflicts. Choose ONE significant person, event or document and discuss the effect(s) of theological debate on politics, statecraft, or culture more widely. You may take (but are not obliged to) the Synod of Dort as your main example.

6. ‘Latin was the favoured modality of expression in learned works directed to those educated in universities, while the vernacular had a popular and non-educated audience in mind’. Critique the statement on the basis of issues raised in the lecture and the secondary literature. You may, if you like to, compare TWO primary sources, one in Latin and one in the vernacular. 

7. How similar or different was early modern Venice in its intelligence and espionage pursuits, compared to other early modern Italian and European states?

8. Does it make sense to regard the Reformation in England as an ‘act of state’?

9. Discuss the importance of spatial mobility in the Renaissance with reference to one or more specific localities.

10. ‘The Renaissance represented a sudden and profound break with the past’. Evaluate this statement within an area of culture, such as art, religion, medicine, print, etc., taking into account the relevant primary and secondary literature.

11. Conflict and rivalries represented a fundamental and productive aspect of Renaissance culture. Evaluate this statement by taking into consideration one or more specific figures (e.g., Erasmus, Aldus Manutius, Albrecht Dürer) or fields such as literature, politics or religion.  



Finalists should devise their own essay question. This must be done in consultation with a module tutor, and the question must be approved beforehand by the module convenors.
