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Political and social upheavals

Uprisings, conspiracies, and political assassinations have a deep history going back to the Middle Ages and Renaissance. The centrality of the issue of internal political conflict in early modern history was not limited to the actual subversive events, but it became a crucial topic also in literature and, more generally, in Renaissance culture. The focus of this session will be placed on Italy and on the practice of conspiracies, which became extremely frequent in Italian states especially in the fifteenth century. Indeed this was the main way through which resistance against political power was carried out in this period. Significantly, the spread of conspiracies was accompanied by the considerable production of texts specifically devoted to plots: an output that reveals the pivotal significance that this political matter acquires also as a literary theme. We will also see how the expansion of conspiracies in all states and the development of literary narrative on them had direct connections with the historical scenario of this epoch and were closely associated with the emergence of a new centralized political thought, which reflects the process of consolidation of new autocratic governments. 
In this session we will focus on one of the most famous historical events of fifteenth-century Italy and on the main literary work that narrates it: Angelo Poliziano’s Commentary on the Pazzi conspiracy (Coniurationis commentarium), the first account of the attack against Lorenzo and Giuliano de’ Medici, which took place in Florence in 1478. By the textual analysis of significant passages, we will also consider some broader issues concerning the representation of conspiracies and rebellions in Renaissance literature and the political message conveyed through it:

· How is the conspiracy interpreted in the representation given in the narrative? What is the political message subtending the account of the events?
· How is the figure of the ruler represented? 
· Does the notion of political consensus play any function in the narrative?
· How are the conspirators described? What is the political standpoint that this description conveys?
· How is the idea of violence seen in the text? What role does it play in the narrative?
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