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Religious Culture: The Synod of Dort in Context
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In this seminar we will be looking at the momentous event that was the Synod of Dort, using it as a springboard to a deeper understanding of crucial issues in religious thought for early modern culture. The Synod of Dort responded to, and permanently changed, religious culture in Reformed Europe, with far reaching social consequences. The theological issues at play were complex, yet it was discussed at all layers of society in several countries. Why was predestination, for example, a hot topic in early modern Europe? In this session we will briefly cover the debates that framed the Synod of Dort and situate it as an international event. Jonathan Israel’s overview of the event also sheds light on the considerable political effects of the Synod. Using the Synod of Dort as one case study of religious controversy helps to grasp the many theological and cultural currents that shaped early modern Europe.

Questions: 

· What lay at the heart of the Arminian controversy?
· Why was this also politically sensitive? 
· Why do you think these apparently abstract theological issues were so explosive? 
· Why does it matter?
· What can this single event tell us more about early modern religious culture?
· Can you think of a similarly controversial contemporary example? 
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When reading these texts, please make notes of the positions of both parties. In the seminar, we will re-trace some of the broader arguments, and why they were so important in Northern Europe. 
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