Renaissance Europe I: Foundations and Forms (RS200/RS300)

Week 3: The Christian Tradition (Prof. David Lines)

In addition to the works of Greece and Rome explored last week (literature, philosophy, science, medicine …), Renaissance Europe was also strongly shaped by the Christian tradition. Scholars no longer accept the notion that the Renaissance was pagan, an idea that was promoted by nineteenth- and twentieth-century anticlerical figures all the way from Jacob Burckhardt to Eugenio Garin. Indeed, among the strongest influences were the Bible and the works of the Church Fathers. 
This week’s lecture focuses on these two strands. It examines, for instance, the place and influence of the Church Father Augustine of Hippo in the writings of Francesco Petrarca (1304–1374), considered one of the most important of the early Italian humanists. It also looks at the engagement with the Scriptures by the Florentine merchant and humanist Giannozzo Manetti (1396–1459), who among other things translated the Psalms. It tries to assess how this interest in the Christian tradition can be reconciled with the parallel Renaissance enthusiasm for pagan literature and with a potential sense of secularization in the period.
This week’s seminar will focus on Augustine’s Confessions (extracts) and on Petrarch’s work The Secret (you may also find helpful and interesting his brief reflections in ‘On the Ascent of Mount Ventoux’). As you read these two works, ask yourself: (1) What elements of Augustine does Petrarch particularly appreciate, and why? (2) Is Augustine an example for Petrarch, or an unattainable model? In what ways? (3) How does Augustine’s presence in the Secret function as a counterweight to Petrarch’s simultaneous admiration for Cicero? Finally, browse through at least a couple of the critical works listed below and try to get an idea of how well-studied the influence of the Christian tradition on Renaissance thinkers and writers is. What has or has not helped its study, in your opinion?
Assignment: try to find some secondary literature on the topic on your own, by using Warwick’s electronic databases and the article on Augustine in encyclopedias such as the Encyclopedia of the Renaissance, ed. by Paul F. Grendler (Reference CB 361.E6). Print out one page listing what you have found, how you have found it, and how useful you think the items might be. Where might you turn to if you were looking for additional biographical information on, say, Petrarch and Manetti?


Primary Readings (an asterisk marks mandatory readings)

*St Augustine of Hippo, Confessions (Book VIII; see https://0-www-loebclassics-com.pugwash.lib.warwick.ac.uk/view/augustine-confessions_2014/2014/pb_LCL026.355.xml ).

[bookmark: _GoBack]*Francesco Petrarca, The Secret, ed. with introd. by Carol E. Quillen (Boston: Bedford/St Martin’s, 2003): in Library on 3-day reserve, PQ4490.S3 (also very good and useful is the edition with facing Latin entitled My Secret Book from Harvard University Press, 2016 in PQ4496.E29 S33). See also PDF on website.

Francesco Petrarca, ‘The Ascent of Mount Ventoux’ (see PDF on website).

Secondary Readings

Jerry H. Bentley, Humanists and Holy Writ: New Testament Scholarship in the Renaissance (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1983); internet version available.

Meredith G. Gill, Augustine in the Italian Renaissance: Art and Philosophy from Petrarch to Michelangelo (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005).

Alexander Lee, Petrarch and St. Augustine: Classical Scholarship, Christian Theology, and the Origin of the Renaissance in Italy (Leiden: Brill, 2012).

David Marsh, Giannozzo Manetti: The Life of a Renaissance Humanist (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2019).

Petrarca e Agostino, ed. by Roberto Cardini and Donatella Coppini (Rome: Bulzoni, 2004).

