Renaissance Europe I: Foundations and Forms (RS200/RS300)
Week 2: Greece, Rome, and Beyond (Dr. B. Xinyue)
The study and revitalisation of Greco-Roman antiquity are virtually synonymous with the European Renaissance. Renaissance thinkers such as Francesco Petrarca (1304–1374) and Marsilio Ficino (1433-1499) strongly associated themselves with the values of Classical antiquity, particularly as expressed in the newly rediscovered texts of Cicero, Plato, and others. The learning, teaching, and critiquing of ancient texts, as scholars routinely point out, formed the basis of the development of ‘Renaissance Humanism’ and shaped the intellectual life and political culture of the Renaissance.
This week’s lecture covers three topics. Firstly, it presents a critically-informed overview of the revival of Classical thought and culture in the Renaissance, focusing on the influence of Petrarch and Ficino in this process and exploring the centrality of Cicero and Virgil in Renaissance literary and intellectual activities. Secondly, it examines the concept of ‘Renaissance Humanism’: what it is, how was it conceived, how did it develop, what impact did it have at the time, what effect did it have since? Finally (and briefly), the lecture looks beyond Greece and Rome (as suggested in the title of the lecture) and examines how the continuation/revival of the Classical tradition(s) outside of Europe has informed and intervened in the intellectual culture of the European Renaissance.
This week’s seminar will focus on Cicero’s Pro Archia (Oration for Archias the Poet) and Petrarch’s Letters to the Ancients. The reason for this pairing is that this Ciceronian speech was rediscovered by Petrarch in Liège in 1333. A third set-text, the Fifth Eclogue of Baptista Mantuanus (Battista Spagnoli Mantovano, 1447-1516), will be of immense interest to whose of you who have previously read Virgil. As you read Cicero’s Pro Archia and Petrarch’s Letters, consider the following questions: 
(1) Why does Cicero (and Latin literature more broadly) occupy such a prominent place in Petrarch’s thinking? 
(2) How does Petrarch approach the past? What values does he see in the culture of Greco-Roman antiquity? 
(3) How does Petrarch see himself (i.e. his own scholarly activities and literary endeavours) in relation to the ancients? 
If you manage to get onto Mantuan’s Eclogue 5, ask yourself: (4) what does this poem tell us about the value of poetic art in the Renaissance?

Primary Readings (an asterisk marks mandatory readings)

* Cicero, Pro Archia (Oration for Archias the Poet). PDF provided; also as e-book in D. Berry (ed.) Cicero. Defence Speeches

* Petrarch’s letters to: Socrates, Pulice di Vicenza, Cicero (x2), and Posterity. PDF provided; also online at the Hanover Historical Texts Project.

Mantuan, Eclogue 5. PDF provided.

Secondary Readings
Read two or three of the following and consider: (a) how does each of text understand the revival of antiquity in the Renaissance? (b) what picture of the Renaissance are they trying to sketch for us?

Kallendorf, C. W. (2007), ‘Renaissance’, in idem. (ed.), A Companion to the Classical Tradition (Malden, MA and Oxford: Blackwell), pp.30-43. PDF provided.

Kristeller, P. O. (1988), ‘Renaissance Humanism and Classical Antiquity’, in A. Rabil (ed.) Renaissance Humanism: Foundations, Forms, and Legacy. Vol. 1, Humanism in Italy (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press), pp. 5-16. Available as an e-book via the Warwick Library Catalogue.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Stinger, C. L. (1998), The Renaissance in Rome (Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana University Press). Available as an e-book via the Warwick Library Catalogue.

Wilson, N. (1992), From Byzantium to Italy. Greek studies in the Italian Renaissance (London:
Duckworth). Two copies in the library: PA 55.W4 and PA 78.I8 W54.

Wilson-Okamura, D. S. (2010), Virgil in the Renaissance. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press). Available as an e-book via the Warwick Library Catalogue.

