Term 1, Week 10
Medicine in the Renaissance: from ancient texts to modern knowledge
Dr. Caroline Petit (Classics/CSR)
The sixteenth century saw major new developments in all aspects of science and medicine. Although the intellectual world still appealed to the authority of writers from antiquity, as they had done for centuries, and continued to practise within the same institutions as earlier, the choice of ancient texts, the ways in which they were interpreted and used, and the ease with which new information could be obtained and transmitted differed fundamentally. Printing stabilised previously existing knowledge, and, particularly from the 1530s onwards, assisted innovations to spread quickly. The increasing accessibility of material and experiences from India, the New World and Northern Europe challenged what had been a largely Mediterranean-biased intellectual world.  
This lecture will focus on the transmission of ancient medicine to early modern Europe and highlight key transformations of medicine in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. Please come prepared, having read the ‘essential reading’ below and at least one chapter from the books selected in ‘recommended reading’.
Essential reading: 
A. Wear, ‘Medicine in Early Modern Europe’, in: L. I. Conrad, M. Neve, V. Nutton, R. Porter, A. Wear, The Western Medical Tradition, 1995, pp. 251-316.
Recommended reading: 
Other chapters of the same volume on ancient and medieval medicine (for background).
M. Lindemann, Medicine and Society in Early Modern Europe, 1999
N. G. Siraisi, Medieval and Early Renaissance Medicine, 1990.
A. Wear, R.K. French, I. Lonie, eds, The Medical Renaissance of the Sixteenth Century, 1985
V. Nutton, Renaissance Medicine: A Short History of European Medicine in the Sixteenth Century, 2022
M. Stolberg Learned Physicians and Everyday Medical Practice in the Renaissance, 2022
[bookmark: _GoBack]C. Erculiani, Letters on Natural Philosophy: The Scientific Correspondence of a Sixteenth-Century Pharmacist, with Related Texts, ed. E. Carinci, 2021
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