An Age of Empires, Monarchies and Republics: The ‘Renaissance States’ as political entities

Thomas Pert

Renaissance Europe was made up of a wide range of different states with various political frameworks from the hereditary monarchies of England, Scotland and France, the ‘composite monarchy’ of Habsburg Spain and its territorial possessions, to the emerging Dutch Republic and the internal hierarchy within the Holy Roman Empire under an elected Emperor. Even within the lands which constitute modern-day Italy there were the Kingdoms of Sicily and Naples, the Republics of Venice and Florence, the Duchy of Savoy, and the Papal States overseen by a Pope elected by the College of Cardinals.

The lecture will provide an introduction to the various political models, determining the central figures within each form of government as well as the extent of their power and the method by which they assumed the title of Emperor, King or Queen, Duke, Doge or Pope. 

In the seminar we will look at a number of primary sources and discuss the advantages and drawbacks of each of the political frameworks covered in the lecture. We will also use source materials to examine contemporary attitudes towards the generally accepted hierarchy of state types within Renaissance Europe.

In preparation for the class, you should complete the Essential Reading listed below. The content will be useful for both the lecture and the seminar. 

Assignment:

Complete the Essential Reading and come to the session prepared to discuss the questions ‘What were the advantages and disadvantages of the different political frameworks of European States during the Renaissance?’


Reading List

Essential Reading
· John M. Hunt, ‘The Conclave from the “Outside In”: Rumor, Speculation, and Disorder in Rome during Early Modern Papal Elections’, Journal of Early Modern History, 16 (2012), pp.355-382
· Stewart Mottram, Empire and Nation in Early English Renaissance Literature (2008), Introduction: ‘Empire and this ‘Englyshe or Bryttyshe Nacyon’
· Andreas Osiander, The States System of Europe, 1640-1990: Peacemaking and the Conditions of International Stability (Oxford, 1994), pp.82-89.
· Joachim Whaley, Germany and the Holy Roman Empire: Volume I: Maximilian I to the Peace of Westphalia, 1493-1648 (Oxford, 2011), Chapter 1: ‘Germany and the Holy Roman Empire in 1500’

Recommended Reading
· Sandro Carocci, ‘The Papal State’, in Andrea Gamberini and Isabella Lazzarini (eds.), The Italian Renaissance State (Cambridge, 2012), pp. 69-89.
· Giorgio Chittolini, ‘The Papacy and the Italian States’, in Andrea Gamberini and Isabella Lazzarini (eds.), The Italian Renaissance State (Cambridge, 2012), pp. 467-489.
· James B. Collins, The State in Early Modern France (Cambridge, 1995), Introduction: ‘Historical Background: The growth of the French state to 1627’
· Liesbeth Geevers, ‘Dynasty and State Building in the Spanish Habsburg Monarchy: The Career of Emanuele Filiberto of Savoy (1588-1624)’, Journal of Early Modern History, 20 (2016), pp.267-292
· Jonathan I. Israel, The Dutch Republic: Its Rise, Greatness, and Fall 1477-1806 (Oxford, 1995), Chapter 13: ‘The Institutions of the Republic’
· Michael Knapton, ‘Venice and the Terraferma’, in Andrea Gamberini and Isabella Lazzarini (eds.), The Italian Renaissance State (Cambridge, 2012), pp.132-155.
· Lauro Martines, Power and imagination: city-states in Renaissance Italy (Baltimore, 1988), Chapter IX: ‘Oligarchy: Renaissance Republics’
· M. Christina Molinari, ‘How the Republic of Venice chose its Doge: lot-based elections and supermajority rule’, Constitutional Political Economy, 31 (2020), pp.169-187
· Stewart Mottram (ed.), Empire and Nation in Early English Renaissance Literature (2008), Chapter 1: ‘England’s Empire Apart: The Entry of Charles V and Henry VIII (1522)’
· Lorenzo Tanzini, ‘Tuscan States: Florence and Siena’, in in Andrea Gamberini and Isabella Lazzarini (eds.), The Italian Renaissance State (Cambridge, 2012), pp.90-111.
· Peter H. Wilson, The Holy Roman Empire, 1495-1806 (2nd ed., 2011), pp. 1-3 and 21-50.
