Renaissance Europe I: Foundations and Forms (RS200/RS300)

Week 4: Italian and European Humanism (Prof. David Lines)

This week’s session concentrates on the influential movement of humanism and tries to understand it within the context of scholasticism. By the end of the session you should be able to articulate reasoned answers to questions such as:

	1. What is Renaissance humanism? And what is a humanist? How are both of these different from today’s usage of ‘humanism’? And should ‘humanism’ be spelled with a capital or not?

	2. How does the notion of humanism relate to concepts such as the ‘Middle Ages’ / ‘Medieval’, the ‘Renaissance’, the ‘Reformation’, the ‘humanities’/’studia humanitatis’ and ‘liberal arts’? 

	3. To what extent is humanism an Italian and/or broader European phenomenon? Where did humanism originate and how did it spread? Can you name some centres of humanism? What prompted or facilitated its emergence and it taking hold? Was there any opposition or resistance to this development, and if so, in what quarters and why?

	4. To what extent is humanism an intellectual, bookish, educational or literary endeavour? In what ways might it have influenced artistic expression, architecture and technical crafts, medicine and/or scientific developments? What is ‘civic humanism’? What happened to scholasticism with the rise of humanism?


	5. Is humanism a post-factum label or were those figures whom we now identify as humanists conscious of that descriptor and/or of the movement they belonged to?

	6. To what extent is humanism associated with the following languages: Latin – Greek – Hebrew – Italian – French – Spanish – German – English – other European vernaculars (e.g. Dutch, Polish, …) – Extra-European languages? 

	7. To what extent is humanism linked to gender, class, and social status? 



(Note that some of these questions or similar ones may arise, or be deepened, in other classes).

The class will depend very much on your self-directed learning and preparation. After an introduction by the tutor, we will switch into a seminar mode, listening to and discussing each other’s findings.


Preparing for the class

· Use the questions listed above as ‘anchors’ to prepare for the class through guided reading (see the bibliography below) and independent research. You may not be able to research each point in equal depth. In addition to a broad orientation, however, choose a couple of themes or questions to explore in greater detail.
· Make sure to note the reference for the sources you have consulted. Do not rely on Wikipedia! You should consult at least one monograph or an equivalent, thematic multi-authored book.
· If you have any relevant language skills besides English (e.g. Latin, Italian, French…), then please take advantage of those for the primary or secondary sources you consult.

	· Identify EITHER a major figure OR major centre associated with Renaissance Humanism in Italy or elsewhere in Europe: why do you regard this person / centre as representative? Specify at least one meaningful primary source that illustrates this point, making sure you have read it (or an extract of it). Prepare some notes on an A4 (one side) that you are prepared to speak about in class and that you can share with others. Bring photocopies or be willing to share the document by email. Please include the primary and secondary literature you’ve consulted.




Reading list
There is an enormous amount of literature available on the topic. Just try typing in ‘humanism’ or ‘umanesimo’ in the Warwick catalogue! 

For this class, please read (in Desiderius Erasmus, Colloquies (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2016; available as an electronic resource through the Warwick catalogue) two of Erasmus’s colloquies, including ‘The Abbot and the Learned Lady’.

The following are some secondary works that attempt to give an overview of Renaissance humanism, with increasing levels of detail:
· entry ‘Humanism’, with various sub-entries, in Encyclopedia of the Renaissance, ed. by Paul Grendler (New York: Scribner, 1999), vol. 3. (Reference CB 361.E6)
· Kristeller, Paul Oskar, ‘Humanism and Scholasticism in the Italian Renaissance’ (originally published in 1944–1945) is the seminal essay in the field; it is republished in several of Kristeller’s works, including Renaissance Thought: The Classic, Scholastic, and Humanist Strains (1961; B778.K75; also available as an e-book) and Renaissance Thought and its Sources (1979; B778.K7). It is also well worth reading Kristeller’s other essays in those books.
· Kraye, Jill (ed.), The Cambridge Companion to Renaissance Humanism (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996). Available as an e-book, with individual chapters addressing a good number of the questions in our list.
· Nauert, Charles Garfield (ed.), Humanism and the Culture of Renaissance Europe, 2nd edn, New Approaches to European History (Cambridge University Press 2006).
· Rabil, Albert (ed.), Renaissance Humanism: Foundations, Forms and Legacy, 3 vols (1: Humanism in Italy; 2: Humanism Beyond Italy; 3: Humanism and the Disciplines), available as De Gruyter e-books, 2016. This is a splendid and wide-ranging collection of essays on the topic.

Here are some examples of more specific primary sources and studies:
· Humanism and the Latin Classics: Aldus Manutius, edited and translated by John N. Grant, The I Tatti Renaissance Library (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2017). A collection of Latin letters and prefaces written by the Venetian printer-scholar Aldo Manuzio, with facing English translation and an introduction.
· Vives. On Education: A Translation of the De tradendis disciplinis of Juan Luis Vives, with an introd. by Foster Watson, first edn 1913 (Totowa, N.J: Rowman and Littlefield, 1971). (hard copy in Warwick University Library, but available online: https://archive.org/details/vivesoneducation00viveuoft/page/n1). To be combined with:
· Valerio del Nero, ‘The De Disciplinis as a Model of a Humanistic Text’, in A Companion to Juan Luis Vives, ed. by Charles Fantazzi (Leiden: Brill, 2008), 177-226).

Finding further reading:
· Paul Grendler, ‘Humanism’, electronic resource. In Oxford Bibliographies. Renaissance and Reformation.
· Craig Kallendorf, ‘Civic Humanism’, electronic resource. In Oxford Bibliographies. Renaissance and Reformation.
· Ronald Witt, ‘The Origins of Humanism’, electronic resource. In Oxford Bibliographies. Renaissance and Reformation.

The Oxford Bibliographies. Renaissance and Reformation also have bibliographies on individual figures, including various humanists.


