RS200/RS300 Essay Questions

Instructions:
RS200 students can choose one of the following questions to answer in a 3,500 word essay. You can also use these questions as a starting point if you want to devise your own essay questions but please let the module convenors know if you are planning to do this. 
RS300 students have to devise their own question for their 4,000-4,500 word essay. You can use the questions below as a starting point or devise your own question based around one of the topics of the weekly classes.
If you are devising your own essay question you should let the module convenors know and get in touch with the relevant tutor.

Deadline: Tuesday 9 January 2024

Questions:
1. How did the enthusiasm of Renaissance intellectuals for classical culture affect contemporary Christianity?
2. What do artistic representations of classical themes in 15th and 16th century Europe tell us about the Renaissance perception of Antiquity?
3. To what extent was violence “at the heart of life” (Robert Muchembled) in the Renaissance period?
4. Did hereditary succession result in greater political stability than elective systems of government in Renaissance-era Europe?
5. Did women have a Renaissance?
6. Which form of ‘capital’ was of greatest benefit to an exiled ruling dynasty: military, financial, or dynastic? 
7. What part did Jesuit missionaries play in the European Scientific Revolution during the early modern era and how did they affect Chinese science development?
8. Renaissance humanism was a socio-economic rather than cultural or intellectual phenomenon. Discuss.
