Week 4: Violence in the Renaissance (Sophie Hartles)

The Renaissance period was no stranger to violence. Robert Muchembled argues that ‘violence is at the heart of life in the fifteenth, sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.’ Individuals from all levels of society, irrespective of gender and age, participated in violent activities. These ranged from political and religious wars, state violence, homicides, rapes, and infanticides to ritual group violence, local quarrels, insults, and aggressive games during festivals and Carnival. Even if individuals in Renaissance society did not intentionally engage in violent behaviour, they were exposed to violence through visual and literary representations, including plays, poems, short stories, pamphlets, songs, paintings, and more. Such violence was not meaningless or senseless, it served various purposes such as defending honour, seeking revenge, implementing state punishment, or shaming those who challenged societal values/norms.
This week's lecture will therefore provide an overview of violence in the Renaissance. It covers various forms and representations, meanings and significance, available sources, and the challenges historians face in analysing violence during the Renaissance era. Then we will discuss the essential reading and questions below and look at some primary material related to violence in Renaissance Italy. This material explores various literary and visual representations of violence, with a particular emphasis on ritual violence.

Questions to consider:
· What are the key issues which historians of violence in the Renaissance need to address?

· Why did violence occur during the Renaissance?

· In what ways did Renaissance individuals encounter violence in their everyday lives? In what forms and in what spaces?

· What role did gender play in Renaissance violence, particularly in the rituals of collective violence?

· What are the advantages and disadvantages of verbal and/or visual sources for the understanding of violence in the Renaissance?

Essential Reading:
· Ruff, Julius R., Violence in Early Modern Europe 1500-1800 (Cambridge, 2001) - Introduction, 1-10; Chapter One: Representations of violence, 11-43; Chapter Four: The discourse of interpersonal violence, sections on ‘homicide and assault’ 118-131, and ‘rape’ 140-7; Chapter Five: Ritual group violence, 160-183. 


· Carroll, Stuart, 'Introduction', in Stuart Carroll, ed., Cultures of Violence: Interpersonal Violence in Historical Perspective (Basingstoke, 2007), pp. 1-43.


· Davies, Jonathan 'Introduction', in Jonathan Davies, ed., Aspects of Violence in Early Modern Europe (Farnham, 2013), pp. 1-13.

And ONE of the following:
· Cohen, Elizabeth S., ‘Honor and Gender in the Streets of Early Modern Rome’, The Journal of Interdisciplinary History, 22, (1992), 597-62.

· Cohen, Thomas V., ‘The Lay Liturgy of Affront in Sixteenth-Century Italy’, Journal of Social History, 25 (1992), 857-77.

· Davis, Robert C., The War of the Fists: Popular Culture and Public Violence in Late Renaissance Venice (Oxford, 1994).
Primary material to analyse:
1. Painting of ritual group violence in Venice: Joseph Heintz, The War of the Fists, Venice, 1673.
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/history/students/modules/hi299/topics/ritualgroup/1673_heintz_wettstreit_auf_der_ponte_dei_pugni_in_venedig.jpg

2. A criminal trial from Renaissance Bologna about a sfregio (scar, caused by slashing with a knife) of a courtesan on 26 December 1583 (Archivio di Stato di Bologna, Torrone, 1670, ff. 148r-150v.) - [PDF of translation to be provided closer to seminar].

3. Venetian comedy (‘La bulesca’) and Venetian poem (‘La Zaffetta’), both on violence toward prostitutes, physical excerpts from both to be brought to the seminar and analysed.

Further reading:
· Carroll, Stuart, ed., Cultures of Violence: Interpersonal Violence in Historical Perspective (Basingstoke, 2007), Part II on ‘Early Modern Perspectives’, pp. 99-171.
· Carroll, Stuart, Enmity and Violence in Early Modern Europe (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2023).
· Cashmere, John, 'The Social Uses of Violence in Ritual: Charivari or Religious Persecution?' European History Quarterly, 21 (1991), 291-319.
· Dwyer, Philip, 'Violence and its Histories: Meanings, Methods, Problems’, History and Theory, Special Issue: Theorizing Histories of Violence, 56/4 (2017), 7–22.
· Feather, Jennifer, and Catherine E. Thomas (eds), Violent Masculinities: Male Aggression in Early Modern Texts and Culture (Basingstoke, 2013).
· Ingram, Martin, 'Charivari and Shame Punishments: Folk Justice and State Justice in Early Modern England', in Herman Roodenburg and Pieter Spierenburg, eds, Social Control in Europe: 1500-1800 (Ohio, 2004), pp. 288-308
· Loetz, Francisca, A New Approach to the History of Violence: "sexual assault" and "sexual abuse" in Europe, 1500-1850, trans. Rosemary Selle (Leiden, 2015).
· Muchembled, Robert, A History of Violence: From the End of the Middle Ages to the Present (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2012).
· Niccoli, Ottavia, ‘Rituals of Youth: Love, Play, and Violence in Tridentine Bologna’, in Konrad Eisenbichler, ed., The Premodern Teenager: Youth in Society 1150-1650 (Toronto: Centre for Reformation and Renaissance Studies, 2002), pp. 75-94.
· Povolo, Claudio, 'Liturgies of Violence: Social Control and Power Relationships in the Republic of Venice between the 16th and 18th Centuries', in A Companion to Venetian History 1400-1797, ed. by Eric R. Dursteler (Leiden, 2013), pp. 513-42.
· Rose, Colin, A Renaissance of Violence: Homicide in Early Modern Italy (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2019).
· Ruggiero, Guido, The Boundaries of Eros: Sex Crime and Sexuality in Renaissance Venice (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1985).
· Schwerhoff, Gerd, Benjamin Seebröker, Alexander Kästner, and Wiebke Voigt, 'Hard Numbers? The Long-term Decline in Violence Reassessed. Empirical Objections and Fresh Perspectives’, Continuity and Change, 36 (2021), 1-32.
· Zemon Davis, Natalie, ‘The Reasons of Misrule’ and ‘The Rites of Violence’ in Society and Culture in Early Modern France (Stanford, 1975), pp. 97-123, 152-187.

Podcasts:
· Prof. Stuart Carroll on his new book ‘Enmity and Violence in Early Modern Europe’, New Books in Early Modern History podcast (Jan 2023): https://megaphone.link/NBN8217273940

· Dr Colin Rose on his book ‘A Renaissance of Violence’, Ibid (Aug 2020): https://megaphone.link/LIT7148876946
