Science in the Renaissance Universities

Seminar readings:
· Paolo Rossi,The Birth of Modern Science (Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2001; Q127.E8): preface + ch. 1
· David Lines, The Dynamics of Learning in Early Modern Europe: Arts and Medicine at the University of Bologna (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2023), ch. 6 

Seminar questions:
1) How does Rossi think about the development of science? Was it something that took place within the universities or outside of them? What were some of the fundamental assumptions of  pre-Newtonian science?
2) How does the chapter in Lines modify the picture offered by Rossi? What examples can you offer of scientific thinking or practice in Bologna? To what extent was science in the medieval and early modern universities concerned with technology and application? What were some of the techniques used in the university classroom that actually aided discussions of science in Bologna (and elsewhere)?

Further reading:
· Del Soldato, Eva, ’Natural Philosophy in the Renaissance’ (https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2023/entries/natphil-ren/)
· Findlen, Paula, Possessing Nature: Museums, Collecting and Scientific Culture in Early Modern Italy (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1994)
· Grafton, Anthony and Nancy G. Siraisi (ed.), Natural Particulars: Nature and the Disciplines in Renaissance Europe (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press)
· Levitin, Dmitri, The Kingdom of Darkness: Bayle, Newton, and the Emancipation of the European Mind from Philosophy (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2022)
· Menn, S., ’The Intellectual Setting’, in The Cambridge History of Seventeenth-Century Philosophy, ed. by D. Garber and M. Ayers (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997), pp. 33–86
· Ogilvie, Brian W., The Science of Describing: Natural History in Renaissance Europe (Chicago: Chicago University Press, 2006)
· Schmitt, Charles B., The Aristotelian Tradition and Renaissance Universities (London: Variorum Reprints, 1984)
· Thorndike, Lynn, A History of Magic and Experimental Science, 8 vols. (New York-London, 1964)
