Political Sciences and Utopia in the Renaissance

Thomas More’s Utopia stands as one of the seminal works of the Renaissance and a fundamental text in the history of social and political thought. Since its publication in 1516, it has exerted an enormous fascination on its readers, inspiring a multitude of interpretations and raising numerous questions. By describing an idealized and yet rationally organized society founded on principles of equality and justice, Utopia distinguished itself within its contemporary landscape, pioneering a literary genre that would know an enduring success even in the following centuries. Mostly due to its radical stance on private property and its endorsement of a state that guarantees equal opportunities to all citizens, many scholars have also looked at More’s masterpiece as a precursor of communist ideology. 
This lecture aims to analyse More’s idea of political science, with a particular focus on  Utopia. In order to understand the political foundations of the text, we will examine several pivotal themes there developed, including the centrality of the state, the rejection of monarchic rule, the author’s view on labour, private property and poverty, as well as his considerations on law, religion and war. We will also investigate the relationship between the work and the socio-economic and political context of early sixteenth-century England, paying attention to More’s incisive critique of the social issues of his time.  Additionally, we will explore the influence of Christianity on More’s political vision, shedding light on how his religious beliefs shaped his ideas about governance and social justice.
Questions
· What are the defining characteristics of utopia as a literary genre?
· What are the sources of More’s Utopia, and how does the work relate specifically to Plato’s Republic?
· Which elements form the core of More’s critique in the first book of his work?
· How is the society portrayed in the second book politically structured? What is the role assigned respectively to the state and the freedom of individuals?
· What are the central features of the economic model outlined in the work? In what ways does the microcosm described in the text intersect with communist ideology?
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