RS201/RS301 Essay Questions

Instructions:
RS201 students can choose one of the following questions to answer in a 3,500 word essay. You can also use these questions as a starting point if you want to devise your own essay questions but please let the module convenors know if you are planning to do this. 
RS301 students have to devise their own question for their 4,000-4,500 word essay. You can use the questions below as a starting point or devise your own question based around one of the topics of the weekly classes.
If you are devising your own essay question you should let the module convenors know and get in touch with the relevant tutor.

Deadline: Tuesday 23 April 2024

Questions:
1. To what extent is the Renaissance the ‘Age of Discoveries’?
2. How did Classical and Christian texts influence artistic production in 15th and 16th Century Italy? Discuss the topic by relying on three or four artworks (which may include but need not be limited to paintings) as case studies. In choosing your artworks, you may wish to browse through online databases such as The Met, the National Gallery, the Getty etc.
3. To what extent can Renaissance religious parody be considered transgressive?
4. Discuss the relationship between art and architectural practice in Renaissance Italy through an analysis of no more than three case studies.
5. How did seventeenth century playwrights respond to their dramatic precursors? You should write about at least TWO plays.
6. How useful to understanding the plays you have read is Restoration critical writing on the theory of drama in the period? You should focus on ONE piece of critical writing or the discussion of ONE idea, and no more than TWO plays.
7. What are the differences and/or similarities of early modern Venice’s Intelligence and espionage pursuits, compared to other early modern Italian and European states?
8. Why was pluralism, rather than uniformity, a principal outcome of the Reformation in England?
