This session will provide an overview of the history and significance of the London Company of Barber-Surgeons, a key institution in the development of medical practice in early modern England. After its creation in 1540, by merging of the barbers and surgeons guilds, the Company regulated surgical practice and professional standards in London. The lecture will examine the specialities of the barber-surgeons along with influential members and their roles in the development of professional medical standards and impacts on public health. We will also consider the ways in which the Company reflected broader tensions in the development of medicinal disciplines as organised professions. 
Discussion Questions
Why was the merger of barbers and surgeons in 1540 significant for the regulation of medical practice? 
How did the apprenticeship system shape the training and identity of surgeons in early modern England?

In what ways did the Company develop and enforce standards of practice, and how effective were these measures?
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