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Spence and Scotland

Interest in Sir Basil Spence’s life and work has never been higher. This conference’s eclectic mix of speakers and themes will serve to contextualise and evaluate Spence’s upbringing, training, and practice in Scotland.

The symposium – the first of three stemming from the Arts and Humanities Research Council-supported major research project on the work of Spence - will follow a straightforward chronological arrangement, with the morning dedicated mainly to ‘interwar’ and the afternoon to ‘postwar’ matters. In each case there will be a mixture of lectures about Spence himself and contextual lectures about related general themes – the Scottish Arts & Crafts, historic-burgh redevelopments, or other key Scottish architects.  Unfortunately, following a family bereavement the Edinburgh-based AHRC Research Fellow, Clive Fenton, is unable to be present: in place of his two-part lecture, the Warwick-based Research Fellow, David Walker, will give a flavour of the early postwar work of Spence in England, during the latter’s period of transition to a mainly London-based career (Hopefully, Clive will be able to give his own lecture instead during the second, Warwick-based conference). The afternoon will also feature first-hand recollections by architects who worked in the Scottish arm of the practice, including Charles Robertson on the Hutchesontown C project (designed both in London and Edinburgh), and a group of architects, coordinated by Andrew Merrylees, on the successive generations of the Spence, Glover & Ferguson practice.  The event will be framed by contributions from two of the AHRC project organisers, Jane Thomas (RCAHMS) and Louise Campbell (University of Warwick).
Details
· Date/Time Wednesday 7 May 2008, 09:45 to 17:30
· Place Hunter Building Lecture Theatre (Room O17 - enter by Lauriston Place steps, and turn right), Edinburgh College of Art, Edinburgh, EH3 9DF
· Organisers ECA Scottish Centre for Conservation Studies, Arts and Humanities Research Council, University of Warwick, and the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland
Schedule
Opening
09:00 - 09:45

Registration

09:45 – 09:50
Welcome: Miles Glendinning
09:50 – 10:05
Introduction: Louise Campbell
10:05 – 10:40
Spence in Scotland: Overview: Jane Thomas

Part One: Interwar (chair: Miles Glendinning)
10:40 - 11:10

Spence’s education and training: Brian Edwards

11:10 - 11:30

Coffee (ECA canteen)

11:30 - 12:00

The Scottish Arts and Crafts context: Elizabeth Cumming

12:00 - 12:25

Parallel Lives: Matthew and Spence (interwar/postwar): Miles 




Glendinning

12:25 - 13:10 
Lunch (ECA canteen)

Part Two: Postwar (chair: Louise Campbell)
13:10 - 14:00

A Scot in the Midlands: Spence’s ‘No-Fines’ Churches in Coventry:  

                                David W Walker                                                                                                                                                                      
14:00 - 14:30

Building on Dunbar: historic burgh interventions: Diane Watters

14:30 - 15:00 
Hutchesontown-Gorbals ‘C’: Charles Robertson

15:00 - 16:00

Spence, Glover & Ferguson: views from within: compiled by Andrew Merrylees, and presented by Jim Beveridge, Fiona Merrylees, Bengt 
Ericsson, Robin Watson, and Alan Robertson

16:00 - 16:30

Coffee (ECA canteen)

16:30 – 16.50
The Spence Collection: Jane Thomas
16.50 - 17:30 
Conclusion/discussion: Louise Campbell
17:30 – 18:30          Drinks (lobby outside O.17)

