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Option - Second and Final year only

Term 1

15 CATS

8 x 1 hour lectures

9 x 1.5 hour seminars

Guest lectures

Not available to students outside of the School 

of Cross-Faculty Studies

Principal Aims

This module examines, in depth, the situation of human rights violations and social justice in the 

Latin American Region and in the Caribbean. In this module the students will acquire the necessary 

tools required to gain an in-depth understanding of the concepts of human rights and social justice, 

with a specific focus on the links with the UN sustainable development agenda and SDGs.

We will examine these areas by responding to a set of questions around national and regional 

concerns:
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- We start with answering necessary questions such as: What are human rights and what is social 

justice? When did the concept of human rights become a global concern and why? Has the concepts 

of human rights and social justice changed over time? Who is responsible for respecting the human 

rights of a specific group of people? What is the Corte Interamericana de Derechos Humanos?

- We then consider through case studies the human rights of specific groups of people and minorities 

that have been affected in the past 50 years and we analyse what has been put in place to bring back 

social justice to the people affected.

- Finally, we move to consider alternative interventions, using a multi-disciplinary approach which 

brings together various SDGs and the knowledge we acquire on other modules on the GSD degree.

Principal Learning Outcomes

By the end of the module, students will be expected to demonstrate:

• A deep and detailed understanding of the history and politics of specific regions of Latin America 

and the Caribbean

• A deep and detailed understanding of the concepts of Human Rights and Social Justice

• A thorough understanding of the history of human rights and the changes in understanding of the 

concept

• A critical approach to analysing human rights and other related social issues in contemporary Latin 

America and the Caribbean

• An understanding of the measures that have been put in place to address serious human 

rights/social justice related issues in the region

• A thorough understanding of the links between human rights and social justice and the UN 

sustainable development agenda

• An ability to generate original, well-researched and evidence-based suggestions to address one 

human rights/social justice related crisis in Latin America or the Caribbean

Syllabus

The module will start with a general introduction on the concepts of Human Rights and Social 

Justice, and will then follow a combination of 1h Lectures and 1h30 Seminars to analyse scenarios 

from different parts of Latin America and the Caribbean. By providing the necessary context in the 

lecture and critically discuss a specific issue in the seminars, the students will gain an understanding 

of Human Rights violation and interventions put in place to regain social justice in Latin America 

and/or the Caribbean.

Week 1: Lecture: What are Human Rights? What is Social Justice? What do you need to know about 

Latin America in general to understand Human Rights and Social Justice in this region? Why is this 

specific region of interest to study Human Rights and Social Justice? What are the links with the 

SDGs?
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Class Participation, Attendance and Homework (10%)

Powerpoint/Prezzi (pdf) of group presentation (10%)

Group Presentation (30%)

Essay (3000 words) (50%)

Week 2: Case Study 1: Dictatorships in the Southern Cone: Argentina (1h Lecture and 1h30 

Seminar)

Week 3: Case Study 2: Dictatorships in the Southern Cone (2): Chile (1h Lecture and 1h30 Seminar)

Week 4: Case Study 3: The persecution of homosexuals and intellectuals in Cuba under Castro’s 

revolution. The case of Reinaldo Arenas (1h Lecture and 1h30 Seminar)

Week 5: Case Study 4: The Liberation Theology: The case of Archbishop Oscar Romero in El 

Salvador. (1h Lecture + 1h30 Seminar)

Week 6: Case Study 5: The persecution of indigenous people: Guatemala and Bolivia (1h Lecture + 

1h30 Seminar)

Week 7: Case Study 6: Gender Inequality: Feminicide in Latin America. The case of Honduras (1h 

Lecture + 1h30 Seminar)

Week 8: Case Study 9: XXIst century socialism: Hugo Chavez and his Bolivarian Missions in 

Venezuela (1h Lecture and 1h30 Seminar)

Week 9: Presentations (1h30) + Consultation hours to discuss research paper.

Week 10: Presentations (1h30) + Consultation hours to discuss research paper.

Assessment

Contact Us

Global Sustainable Development

R3.23, Ramphal Building, School of Cross-faculty Studies

University of Warwick, Coventry, CV4 7AL, United Kingdom
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