
Warwick Oral History Network Training Course (2012) – Reading List

Planning an oral history project

• Robert Perks, Oral History: Talking About the Past (London: Historical Association, 2nd ed, 1995) 
(relevant sections). 

• Paul Thompson, The Voice of the Past: Oral History (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 3rd ed, 
2000) (relevant sections). 

• Valerie Yow, Recording Oral History: A Guide for the Humanities and Social Sciences (Walnut 
Creek, Calif.: AltaMira Press, 2nd ed, 2005) (relevant sections). 

Ethics

• Katherine Borland, 'That’s Not What I Said': Interpretive Conflict in Oral Narrative Research', in 
Sherna Berger Gluck and Daphne Patai (eds), Women's Words: The Feminist Practice of Oral 
History (New York: Routledge, 1991). 

• Carrie Hamilton, 'On Being a Good Interviewer: Empathy, Ethics and the Politics of Oral History’, 
Oral History 36 (2008) 35-43. 

• Valerie Yow, 'Ethics and Interpersonal Relationships in Oral History Research', Oral History Review 
22 (1995) 51-66. 

• Oral History Society: https://www.ohs.org.uk/advice/ethical-and-legal/ 

Interviewing and Recording

• Kathryn Anderson and Dana Jack, 'Learning to Listen: Interview Techniques and Analyses', in 
Sherna Berger Gluck and Daphne Patai (eds), Women's Words: The Feminist Practice of Oral 
History (New York: Routledge, 1991). 

• Rena Feld, 'From the Interviewer’s Perspective: Interviewing Women Conscientious Objectors', Oral
History 31 (2003) 29-37. 

• David Jones, 'Distressing Histories and Unhappy Interviewing', Oral History 26 (1998) 49-56. 

• Oral History in the Digital Age: http://ohda.matrix.msu.edu/

Transcribing and Archiving

• Steven High, 'Telling Stories: A Reflection on Oral History and New Media', Oral History 38 (2010) 
101-12. 

• Donald A. Ritchie, Doing Oral History: A Practical Guide (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2nd 
ed, 2003) (relevant sections). 

• Raphael Samuel, ‘Perils of the Transcript’, Oral History 1 (1972) 19-22. 

• Baylor Institute Transcription Style Guide: https://www.baylor.edu/oralhistory/doc.php/14142.pdf

Using Archived Collections

• Ronald J. Grele, 'On Using Oral History Collections: An Introduction', The Journal of American 
History 74 (1987) 570-8. 

• John Hopton, 'Mixed Martial Arts and Internet Forums: A Case Study in Treating Internet Sources as
Oral History', Oral History 35 (2007) 91-9. 

• Graham Smith, Historical Insights: Focus on Research: Oral History (Coventry: History at the HEA
in conjunction with the Institute of Historical Research (relevant sections). 
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