
HOW TO INSERT 
AN IMAGE

1. If there is already an image present, delete 
this first.

2. Click the icon in the middle of the 
placeholder and choose an image from file, 
or select the placeholder and paste an image 
in using Ctrl + V.

3. Click on the Format Picture tab in the ribbon 
and use the tools to edit the image.

4. Choose Crop to resize and move the image 
within the placeholder, using the white 
circles in the corners of the image. Click on 
the drop down arrow and choose Fit or Fill to 
fit the image to the placeholder as needed.

5. Right click the image and choose Send to 
back if it is obscuring any other elements.

6. You can edit the image, i.e. to reduce 
saturation
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DESCRIPTION
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In this module you will learn about the opportunities and challenges 
opened up by the growing role of data visualisation in contemporary 
science, culture and public policy. You will be introduced to key 
concepts for understanding the importance of data visualisation as a 
form of knowledge, communication and culture and learn about 
state-of-the-art approaches to using data visualisation in research and 
engagement- such as visual sociology, inventive methods and design 
research. 

Your learning will be supported through exploration of real-world 
examples: by reviewing paradigmatic cases, such as the Blue Marble, 
topographic maps of disputed territories, and visualisations of air 
pollution, you will learn to reflect on the wider impact of data 
visualisation on public understanding and societal change.

The module combines lectures, seminars and assignment-based 
work, which together will equip you to recognise, analyse and 
appreciate the wider affordances of data visualisation for knowledge, 
intervention and change.

Jorge Rey



SESSIONS STRUCTURE
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WEEKS 1-5 Part One
Lectures and seminars introducing guiding ideas from social and 
cultural theory, social studies of science, and the humanities on 
the key importance of visualisation in science, culture and 
democracy. 

-    1h lecture
- 1h seminar
- 1h in-class exercise 

WEEKS 6-10. Part Two
Lectures and seminars introducing specific methods and examples 
of the use of data visualisation in creative, participatory and policy 
research.

-    1h lecture
- 1h seminar
- 1h in-class exercise 

Du Bois



ASSIGNMENTS
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15/30 CAT

15 CATS

• 60% Essay, 750 words;
• 40% Project Presentation Report, 1,500 words.

30 CATS

• 60% Essay, 2500 words;
• 40% Project Presentation Report, 1500 words.



LEARNING OUTCOMES
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• Demonstrate a conceptual understanding of the importance of 
data visualisation as an instrument of inquiry, advocacy, 
decision-making, and engagement in contemporary science, 
culture and public policy.

• Evaluate the usefulness of different methodologies for using 
data visualisation in the creation of knowledge, facilitate 
participation, decision-making and social and cultural change.

• Demonstrate an empirical understanding of how data 
visualisation has enabled new knowledge, engagement, 
awareness and change through the discussion of real-world 
examples.

• Provide an account of the role of data visualisation in the 
development of innovative forms of inquiry, policymaking, 
intervention and engagement, and of the potential of data 
visualisation to transform the relationship between science, 
culture and democracy.

Michael Hunger
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