DTC Quantitative Methods module 2012/13 (Term 2): Assessment 

Draft specifications

The module will be assessed via two short pieces of work, these being in each case the application, via SPSS, of a statistical technique or techniques to existing social survey data. The assessments will be evaluated on a pass/fail basis, with feedback being provided, with a view (where relevant) to appropriate revisions being made to problematic submissions.

The first piece of work is to be submitted by the end of Term 2 (i.e. by 4.30pm on Friday 15 March 2013). The approximate word length for this assessment is 1,000 words. The central component of this assessment will be one or more statistical tests for relationships between two variables (i.e. a bivariate analysis or analyses), e.g. a two-sample t-test, a one-way Analysis of Variance (ANOVA), a non-parametric test which can be used as an alternative to t-tests or ANOVA, a chi-square test, or a test of the statistical significance of a correlation coefficient. Other things that the assessment may include are a description of aspects of the data source used relevant to its use for this secondary analysis, a discussion of the way in which the variables used measure the concepts of interest, a discussion of the frequency distributions for the variables examined, and measures of association between the pair(s) of variables examined.
The second piece of work is to be submitted by the beginning of Term 3 (i.e. by 4.30pm on Monday 22 April 2013). The approximate word length for this assessment is 2,000 words. The central component of this assessment will be a multivariate analysis, i.e. an analysis involving three or more variables. The most likely forms of analysis to be included are the analysis of a multi-way crosstabulation or a multiple linear regression analysis. The multivariate analysis should either examine how a bivariate relationship varies according to the values of a third variable, or the extent to which a bivariate relationship alters when a third variable is taken into account. In addition, the assessment may again include a description of aspects of the data source used relevant to its use for this secondary analysis, a discussion of the way in which the variables used measure the concepts of interest, a discussion of the frequency distributions for the variables examined, and bivariate analyses including measures of association relating to, and statistical tests of, the relationships between the pair(s) of variables examined.
Further details will be added to this specification as the module progresses.

