DTC Quantitative Research Methods module 2014/15: Assessment 2
· The primary requirement of this assessment is the application of a multivariate statistical analysis technique (i.e. a technique that involves relationships between three or more variables) to existing data, either from a social survey or some other appropriate source.
· Appropriate data sources include the BSA2006 data used during the module, or survey data downloaded from the UK Data Archive/Data Service (see the link on the module web page).

· The analysis can build upon/be an extension of a bivariate relationship from Assessment 1, but does not have to do so/be so. 

· The analysis can be carried out using SPSS or with other appropriate statistical software.
· The assessment will be formally marked, at minimum on a pass/fail basis. Feedback will also be provided, with a view (where relevant) to appropriate revisions being made to problematic submissions.
· The approximate word length for this assessment is 2,000 words; there will be no fixed penalty for exceeding this, but feedback may not be provided for the additional content of an excessively long submission, and the mark awarded may in this case reflect the merits of the first 2,000 words of content. Assessment 2 constitutes 67% of the overall module assessment.  
· This piece of work is to be submitted at the beginning of Term 2. (Exact date and time to be confirmed). Submissions will be made electronically via the ‘Tabula’ coursework management system.

· Examples of appropriate techniques include: multi-way cross-tabular analysis (including examinations of chi-square tests for different layers of a cross-tabulation, and for a bivariate corss-tabulation of which the multi-way one is an elaboration, and comparisons between different values of Cramér’s V); two-way Analysis of Variance (ANOVA); linear regression; logistic regression. 
· The technique selected should be appropriate to the forms (i.e. categorical/scale) of the two variables involved.

· Potentially relevant SPSS commands include:

ANALYZE / DESCRIPTIVES / CROSSTABS (inc. using layer ‘box’)

ANALYZE / GENERAL LINEAR MODEL / UNIVARIATE (for a two-way ANOVA)

ANALYZE / REGRESSION / LINEAR

ANALYZE / REGRESSION / BINARY LOGISTIC

· The submission should examine p-values/significance values generated by the analysis, and draw appropriate conclusions from these.
· Other things that the assessment might usefully include are a description of aspects of the data source used relevant to your analysis, a discussion of the way in which the variables used measure the concepts of interest, a discussion of the frequency distributions for the variables examined, and bivariate analyses corresponding to pairs of variables that are later included in the multivariate analysis.
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